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INTRODUCTION.

Jonxson's Lives of the Poets were jasued between 1779
and 158}, His original undertaking was merely o
furnish short biographical prefaces to an edition of the
pocts from Cowley downwards, which in 1777 certain
hooksell lated publishing, The task was one,
Fays3 \[ncanl:u (l,wrmphynf.luhumn), “for which he was

" pre tmlmml) qualified.  His knowledge of the literary
history of England since the Restoration was unrivalled.
That knowledge he had derived partly from hooks, and
partly from sourees which had long been closed ; from
old Grub Street traditions; from the talk of forgotten
poetasters and pamphleteers who had long been lying in
parish vaults; from the recollections of such men as
tilbert Walmesley, who had conversed with the wits of
Batton ; Cibber, who had mutilated the plays of tno
generations of dramatists ; Orrery, who had beeu ad-
mitted -to the society of Swift; and Swage, whe had
rendernd serviees of no very honourable hend 1 Prope
The Liogmapher therefore aate down to lus ta-k with a
mind full of matter. He had at first intendal to give
only a paragraph to cvery mmor paet, and «mh four or
five pages to the preatest name  But the finnl of
ancedote and eriticiam overflowed the narror channel.

M ¥y
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The work, which was originally mmnt to consist only of
a few sheets, swelled into ten volumes, small volumes, it

is true, and not closely printed.” . . The Lives of the

-Poets are, on the whole, the be% of Johmons Worhs‘ .

The narratives are as entertaining as any novel. . The ,

remarks on life and on human nature are eminently .

shrewd and profound. The eriticisms are often excellent, . .

and even when grossly and provokingly unjust, w: ell:
deserve to be studied. For, however erroneous  they
may be, they are never silly. They are the judgments
of a mind trammelled by prejudice and deficient in
sensibility, but vigorous and acute. They, therefore,
generally contain a portion of valuable truth which:
deserves to be separated from the alloy ; and, at the very..
worst, they mean something, a praise to which much of .
what is called eriticism in our time has no pretensions.”
As to the style of the work, Macaulay continnes, *Sinco
Johnson had heen at ease in his circumstances he had .
written little and talked much. When, thercfore, hé,
after a lapse of years, resumed his pen, the mannerism

which he had contracted while he was in the constant. = -

habit of elaborate composition was less perceptible than - -
formerly ; and his diction frequently had a collognial.
case which it had formerly wanted. The improvement,
may be discerned by a skilful critic in the Journey to
the Hebrides, and iirthe Lives of the Poets is so obvions
that it cannot escape the most careless reader.”

Foremost in the rank of English pocts of course stood -
Milton : and if his life as written by Johnson is not :
among the best of the series, its inferiority lies not in ~
want of completeness or thoroughness of research. To . .
its author the task was no doubt less congenial than iu
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the case of any of the other great poets with whom he
had to deal. A bigoted and extreme Tory, Johneon had
to criticize the principles and political actions of one who
held doctrines as extreme, if not as bigoted, in the

. opposite direction. A High Churchman of the most
unbending type, he was called upon to pass in review
writings violently latitudinarian, schismatic, and, as the
Treatise of Chnistian Doelrine shows, rearcely to be recon-
ciled with any form of received religion. Think of the
horror and loathing with which Johnson must bave
regarded The Tenure of Kings and Mugistrutes, Eikone
Hastes, Defence of the Pecple of England, tractates in which
kin«ly power is banned with curses of malignant fierce-
neu, m which Charles, the beloved idol of Johnson’s

is insulted, harried, ged, his divinity

ndmﬂed, his execution sanctified, his downfall made the
subject of a song of triumph! How should Johnson not
‘shudder at the History of Reformation, the Feason of
Church Gerernment urged against Prelaty, denunciations of

"everything sacerdotal that from his early boyhood had
been cherished as reverend, holy, sealed with the seal of

God's institntion and upholding! To him the Thetrmne

and Disaplne of Dirorce, which even to many of Milton's
fellow-thinkers was a stumbhing-block, must have read

35 blasphemous arrogance; the Areopaqifica, in whose

trumpet tones liberty of thought and speech is pro-

clsimed ss an mdefeaslble nf'ht, probably sounded as a

blast of 1 l-pleading snd unbridled

license of argument ; whxle could he have read the long

lost Treatise of Christian Dectnime, with its Panthesstu

Materialism, its heresy as to the Decalogue, its justifica

tion of Polygamy, it would no doubt have been brande
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poem 88 qn utterance of passion; -0F intense pétsom\
grief. - - The intimncyﬂnd affection [betwéen Milton
and King] were considerable, but less perhaps than what
pound Milton to other friends of Tis youth, of whom he.
has left no gimilar commcmoration. They were ‘certam\v‘
Jess than the intimacy and affection that pound him to
one other friend of his youths of whom he has lefb.

the First and Sixth of his Latin Flegl
Sonnet, and whose death, as prem:\tm‘e as Kings m?(\

Damonis. Only the accident that these pieces to an
about Diodati are in Latin and Ttalian has prevented the”’
fact of Milton's paramount affection for that young half-’
Ttalian from heing &
jdea that the unigue friend of Milton's youth was
- Tdward King of Christ's. The death of that youms
scholar, £0 melancholy in its mode, did indeed move
Lilton, as it must have moved many: Here was one
fine voung life cut short, recklessly ct shord when
thousands of coarser lives were spm'cd, and when
Tngland and the Church of England had need that the
hest only shonld be pro\onged. The recollection of th
face and voice of Edward King, and of hours spent i
his societys would Teturn at the news, and would ming
with the keen imng'm:\tion of the last sCENE; when O
meek praying figure Was marked on the deck of t!
cinking ships resigned amid the chricks, the mad hun
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and the gurgling waters. What more natural than that
Milton should throw his feelings on the event, and the
whole train of thought which it suggested, inte artistic
form in a memorial form? This is precisely what
Lycilasis Tt 15 the same kind of tribute from a poet to
the memory of a friend as a bust, with pedestal and bas-
reliefs, would have been from a seulptor, or some
thoughtful picture, of a few figures placed in a fit
landscape or sea-view, would have been from a painter.
Personal feehng is present, but it blends with, and
passes into, the feeling of the artist thinking of his
subject  (2) Johnson's eriticism wonld abolish, by
implication, all poetry what: In that crude sense
of what 13 “natural” which his enticism begs, all poetry
is unnatural.  No poem, even of passion, ean possibly he
‘natural’ in the sense of being a record of the exact
mental procedure consentanenus with, or appropriate to,
the immediate moment of the passton  If passion *runs
not after remote allusions and obscure opinions,’ if
passion ¢ plucks no berries from the myrtle and ivy, nor
ealls upon Arethuse and Mincius, neither does passion
perform such «imple acts of Jiterary art as the construc-
tion of clear sentences, the formation of lines of metre;
or the invention of rhymes Grief, in its first act, in
poets as in other people, consumes itself in *Obs' and
*Ahs! in sobs and agitated gestures, n dull numbed
musings, incoherent verbal bursts, pacings of the chamber
through the weary night To poets, however, as soon as
there i3 a lall of comparatise tranquillity, and aiding
pethaps to bring on that ll, there comes the use of
those artifices of expression which are with them hardly
artifices any longer, but the very habits of their minds
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Then is produced the Iny of the eceasion, the song ot
longer poem, recording the grief indeed, and even re-
pewing and deepening it, but weaving into the grief all
the heauty of copmate story and meditation that it will
Bear. True, there will still be gradations- of apparent
closeness to the primary moment or remoteness from it
according either to the intensity of the original grief or,
to the poet’s acquired lmbits of artistic working.
Simplegt of all, least removed of all from the original
moment of fecling, and therefore most likely in some
poets, and most natural in seeming to most readers, will
be the direet lyric of gorrow in a few passionate stanzes.
turne's Hiakdand Mary, and other songs of his, wre
examples.  But there may he memorial poems, tributes
19 n recent or past personal grief) which shall be as true
and natural, and yet be of more extepsive design and
more complex feature.  These may econtain trains of
varied thought and phantasy which the original feeling
has originated, and therefore may claim ax its own ; they
" miny be speenlative and oceult, or figurative and mytho-
logical, as the lhabits of the poet’s thinking may-
detarming ; even Mineius and Arvethuzse need not he
abrent, nor vough satyrs and fauns with cloven heel
Witness Shelley’s Adanais to the memory of Keats, Or
witness Tesnysow's fa Memoriam.  What is that chief of -
memorial pacms in the English tongne but an aggrega-.
tion of Iyries in which, though one deep and enduring .
personal ferling moved to them all and pervades them:
all, “vemate allugions and ohecure opinjons,’ heyond the
learning of Johmson's time, are plentifully interwoven,
Fnatehes of story ocenr and reeur, and all the science and-
metaphyrios of the time become relevant to one death?
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Now Milton’s Lycidas is not, and does not profess to be,
a poem of such personal sorrow, by many degrees, ss Jn
Memeoriam. Nay, as Edward King was not a Keats, 1t js
presumably less a poem of personal sorrow than L fdumais
All the more are the traces of deliberate and conscious
art which are visible in it to be regarded as consistent
with the poet's actual hind and amount of feeling when
he wrote 1t, and his true intention, There wre such

_ traces,  Twice in the body of the poem, as we have scen,

“Milton restrains or checks himself, as having passed

somewhat the strict bounds of the strain in which he
had begun ; and at the close there is an epilogue, in his
own name, characterising the poem as a ¢Doric lay,’ in
which ¢the tender stops of vamous quills’ liad been
touched, and also Innting that the artist 13 moving on to -~
other themes, which will require a different treatment,
(3) One established, and indeed prevalent, artifice in the
poetry of Milton’s day was the artifice of the pastoral
form, and Johnson'’s critictsm exhibits an utter obtuse-
ness to the real nature, meaning, and power of this
artifice. They npever drove a-field and they had no
flocks to batten!” No, nor did Theocritus or Virgil
ever keep sheep, or pipe on oaten flutes beneath the
beech-trees.  Nor did the Portuguese pastoral poets do
the Iike, nor Sannazaro and the Italians, Nor was
Spens<er a real Colin Clont, with Sidncy, and Raleigh,
and Shakespeare, and all the other poets, or other
eminent Enghst of the day, sur ding him as
actual shepherds, eafled Astrophel, and Cuddie, and
Wilkte, and Thomalin' What thenf We know what
they meant. Tt 15 one thing to held that the pastoral
form might still suit our modern times, and to wish that
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it. were preserved ; it is another to ‘nnderstand what the

form was in the hands of those who did practise it, and -
to see its importance in the past history of our literature, .
Spenser awl the other pastoratists would have smiled in- .

scarn al the notion that the pastoral should he an.
exhibition of real shepherd-life, of the thoughts and
manners of real shepherds,  With them the pftstmal
form was a device,~—just as metre and rthyme ‘were
devicos, but in some respeets of Jarger consequence,—for
distancing themsclres from the ordinary and prosaie, and
enabling them to live and move mentally in a more
portic air, It was themselves, with all their experiences -
and acquired ideas and feelings, that they flung into an: =
imaginary Arcadian world to be shepherds there, and,
under the guise of that imaginary life, express their nwn"
real feelings, their most intimate experionces, and their
thoughts about affairs, in monologue or dialogne. .
Defensible or not originally, desirable or not ameng -
aurgelves, as we may think this artifice of pastoi‘alism,
this devies for poets of an imaginnry removal of them-
selves into an Arcadian land in order to think under
Arcadian conditions, it is gross ignorance not to know
how largely it once prevailed, and what s wealth of old
poctry we owe to it.  From the youth of Spenser, himself
the pastoralist-in-chief, on through the lives of the next .
generation, or from 1580 to 1640, much of the finest - .
Fmglish poetry is in the pastoral form.' During t}mt
period the word ‘shepherd” was an aceepted synonym in
Eugland for the word ‘poet.’  They all, the finest-of ~
them all, “drove a-field’ together, and *bhattencd their
flocks’ in verse, though they had no flocks to batten.
Milton, an almirer of Spenser, and dcscrﬂnh!c as bhe
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truest of the Spenserians till he taught the world a
higher than the Spenserian in the Miltoni¢, employed
the pastoral form in his Zyeidas, as he had employed it
already, though less decidedly, in others of Lis poems,
He threw the story of his acquaintance with Edward
King and of the sad death of that youth by drowning,
and all the train of thought about the state of England
which that death suggested, mto the form of a pastoral
lament for that shepherd, conceived as spoken by
himself as a surviving shepherd. And who would wish
now that he had done otherwise? What would 2 simple
‘narrative of the shipwreck, or a few stanzas of direct
regret, have been in comparison with the poem we now
rend? It is better than any memorial bust with bas-
- reliefs, better than any memorial prcture It tells the
facts with the minutest fidelity, but it gives them in the
setting of one long mood of Milton’s mind as he mused
over them, And 1t is this setting that has made the
facts immortal. If we now remember Edward King of
Christ's College at all, or know that there was ever such
a youth in the world, is it not owing to Milten’s
monody 1"  Of Johnson's criticism of the diction, the
rhymes, and the numbers, Masson observes, “The ear of
the eighteenth century, one can see, if this is to be taken
as the opinion of Johnson's contemporaries, must have
been vitiated in proportion to the degradation of its
notion of poesy. For fastidions beauty of diction, and
musical finish of versification, Lycudas is hardly rivalled.
The art of the verse is a study in itselfl The lines are
mostly the common Iambics of five feet, but every now
and then there is an exquisitely managed variation of a
short line of three Iambi. Then the interlinkig m *
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and at gnother jmmaterial, Hallam thus replies™ ¢ ' ‘
s Johnson thinks that Milton chould have sceured the '
consistency of this pocmt by keeping immateriality out of

sight, and enticing his reader to drop it from 18, . '

thoughts. But here the subject forbad him t0 preserve
consistencys if indeed there be “inconsistency in sup-
posing 2 rapid agsumption of form by gpiritual Deings. |
Tor though the instance that Johnson-a“eges of in-.
consistency 10 Satan’s animating  ® tond Was not
necessary, yeb his animation of the serpent was- abso-
lutely indispensable. And the same has been done by
other poets, who do not scruple to Suppose their gods,
their fairies oF devils, or their allegorical -personages:
inspiring thoughts, and even uniting themeclves with - -
the soul, 88 well as assuming all kinds of form, though |
their natural appearance js not always anthropomoiphic. .
And, after all, Satan does nob animate & re:d&dad, but
{akes the shape of one. ¢ Squab like o toad close by the
car of Eve’ Dub he does enter @ real serpent, 0 that
the instance of Johuson is ill chosen. 1f ho had men-
tioned the serpent, every one would have scen that the
identity of the animal serpent with Satan is part of the
original account.” .

One question, incidentally noticed DY Johnson, the
question whether Milton, in his Paradise Lost, OWC
uch to ancient oF contemporary writings, has of late
years been hrought pmmincm.\y into discussivn by tlie
aim especiatly nade in behalfl of the Duteh Vondel
Em‘}'wr criticism had discovered, as it thought, plngim'isn
various in kind from various sOUrees: Vol

taire, in 1727
suggested that the scheme of the poem might have hee

« Literary History, 1¥. 239, 40, jan-
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derived from a Seriptural drama, entitled Adwme, by an
Ttalian, Giovanni Battista Andreini; and in 1730 a
Scotehman, Wiliam Lauder, published a volume to
prove that Milton had ransacked modern and medivval
literature for ideas and langmage.  Lander’s charges were
quickly exposed, and aftersards confessed to e for the
most part forgeries. Buot the indebtedness of Milton
continted to be a subject of discusston; the Puraphras
of Genests by the Anglo-Saxon poet Cmdmon being awong
the sources from whieh he was supposed to have drawn,
while Todd, 1 his edition of the Poctical Works, gave
a long list of Italian writers to whom by one person or
another it was supposed that the poct had gone for his
inspiration.  Of late all these borronings, the proofs of
which are no proofs, have gmven place to the more
definite and arcumstantial charges of plagiansm from
Vondel's Lunfer, which, first broached m England in
Gosse's Stwhes w the Liborature of Nerthern Europe, 1875,
were 1 1885 elaborated in a volume, entitled 3ulton ard
Powlel, by a clergyman of the pame of Fdmundzon
According to this work, the desion, language, ideas,
imagery, and character of Paradin Lost owe large debts
not only to Vondels Lusfrr, but to an epie, smitten in
1662, to a long dulactic poern, published in 1661, and to
a tragedy in 1663, ull by the same author A patient
and searchung examination of the charges us thus array ed
L will e found m Mawon's Introduction to Parodue Lodt,
T, pp 14561 This cxamamation is of course tou loug
o be fullowed throughout  Bat the gist of the onclu-
sions, which seem to me unanswerable, may be given
in two short extracts “Most of the parallelisms,” he
8338, P. 181, 4 more than minsteantwenticthe of ther T
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may say al once, are disposed of at first sigh
simple consideration, already insisted on, of th
tary character of the themes of .the two poets,
established  tradition in the mind of Christe
certain prrsonages, incidents, and situations, as b
to theso themes by Biblieal and preseriptiy
Lucifer, Beelzebub, Belial, Gabriel, Michael, and
were common property ; and if a poet introduec
or Bevlzebub, Gabriel or Michacl, into a poc
couk! ho do but make them look and speak, to
of his ability, in conformity with general exp
The Angolic Wars in Heaven, the rout of U
Angels, their expulsion into Hell, their winging
upwards again through the spaces of the ne
Costiios, the Dlolemaie constitution of this Cas
infant Barth iu the midst of ity and Adam anc
this carth in their Paradise of foliage and heant,
nlso were eommon property ; and, if any poet
on these subjects, he had similavly to con
tradition and expectation in essentials, whatev
tion of picturing or of wording his genius mig]
him to effect in partiendara” ¢ Taving given,”
P 163, 4, “somo specimens  of My, Bdw
colleetion of paraliclizms, T may add that, 1 have
in all the reat of the colloction a single paratle)
conbit convineo mo of n direet use by Milto
Luvadise I of auy passage in Vondel, My
indecd, after considering all the paralielisms pr.n‘
Mr. Femundson, is that it would bo quite pe
maintain the extreme position that Paradise L
have heen exactly the same az it iz it Voendol
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‘edsted. That pesition, however, might be too extreme,
Mr. Gosze thinks that Vondels Lua_frr was known to
Miton; and Mr.- Gosse's opinion on such a subject,
taken along with the already explaived historical pro-
babilities of the case, ought to count for eomething
Let the vote, then, be that Milton did somchow contrive,
amid the difficulties of his blindness, to superimpose
upon all the mass of his previous readings from his
youth onwards some new readings in tho Luafer, and in
other poemms, of his celel d Dutch T
" That is all that s needed ; and it is a very dlﬂ‘erent
speculation from Mr. Edmundsons The matter of o
man’s reading, in any day or week of his life, does not
remain distinet, from his mind as already constituted, or
only as sdmething additional that his mind can thence-
forth work upon, it 1s necessarily, like all his other new
- experiences, transmuted, there and then, into the very
“substance of his mind, modifying the very structure of
his thinking faculty for all its future operations of
reasomng, imaginmng, or whatever else. In this sense
only,~that, when any mind 1s stirred, all 1ts contents
are stirred,—is there any worth whatever, I believe, in
“any theory of Milton’s indebtedness to any particular
author ; and all epeculations as to Milton's idebtedness
to partienlar authors in any other and less honouiable
sense have in them, T believe, whether they hnem ot or
not, the transmitted taint of the wretched Lander - apd
are doomed inevitably to the fate that attended *kar s
prototype ”
In the Notes, as well as in this Inlmlumom Lo
found abundant evidence of 1y obligations ta Profe cr -
Masson's edition of Malton's Puemsand to hiz Lafs of 3uwrm

.
]
H
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To the latter work especially T owe n great ¢ . __
than can be shown by quotations; and I feel it to be
something like an impertinence to express my admira-
tion for thc learning, research, aceuracy, and comp]cte~' -
ness which mark its every page. -

To my friend Mr. Maurice Macmillan I also owe my
best thanks for the care with which, as in tho case of
my school editions of plays of Shakespeare, he has read -
the proof sheets, and for the many valuable suggestions
he has been kind enough to make,



SUMMARY OF JOINSON’S MILTON.

L LIFE OF MILTON (pp. 1-50).

Milton's Family (pp 1, 2), landed proprictors in Oxford-
shire  His prandfather, a forest-keeper, a zealous
- Papist , his father, disinherited for Chan"mg his re-
ligion, a scrivener, skilful in music; his brother,
Christopher, suffered as a Royalist, and knighted Ly
James II , his sister Anne, married Edward Philips ;
the poet, born in Bread Street, 1608,
Education (pp 2-4).—Privately instructed by Thomas
. Young; at St. Paul's School by Mr. Gall, at Christ's
College, Cambndge (1624-1632), taking B A. in 1628
and M.A.1n 1632. *Eminently ekilled " in Latin at
16, but compositions inferior to those of Cowley.
Johnson —His early works raise no great expectations
Elegies (1625-6) show classic elegance Left Cam-
bridge with no kindly feelings, said to have suffered
corporal punishment, and to have Leen expelled.
Hostility to Cambridge shown an Tractate and ey to
remove IMirehngs  Went to Cambridge with mtentton
to enter Church, Lut refused to do so because of the
oath of servitude.
Johnson —Thoughts of obedicnce to rules rased his indigna.

tion,
xxv
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SUMMARY OF JOHNSOX'S MILTOX.

L LIFE OF MILTON (pp. 1-50).

2ilton's Family (pp. 1, 2), landed proprietors in Oxford-
shire.  His grandfather, a forest-keeper, a zealous
- Pspist; Bis fatker, disinkerited for changing his re-
lizion, 3 scrivemer, ekilfo] in music; his brother,
istopher, suffered as & Royalisz, and knighted by
James 1L ; s sister Anoe, married Edward ‘Philips ;
the post, born in Bread Street, 1603,

Edveation (pp. 2-4).—Privately instructed by Thomas
Yoang; at St. Paul's School by Mr. Gill ; at Christ’s
College, Cambridze (1624-1632), taking B.A. in 1628
and M.A. in 1632, *Eminently skilled " in Latin at
16, bat compositions inferior to those of Cowley.

Jeknaon—H:s early works raise no great expectatiors.

El:gies (1625-6) show classic elegance. Left Cam-
bridze with no kindly feelings, said to bhave suffered
corporal  punishment, and to have been expelled.
Hotility to Cambridge shown in Tructute and Iay o
remere Hireltrge Went to Cambridge with intention
to enter Charch, but refused to do 5o because of the
oath of servitnde.

Job.{au.—'[bmgb'.s of cbedience to rules raised his indigna-

on,

xxv



xxvi 1AFE OF MILTON.

Residence at Horton (pp. 4-6), 16328, extensive reading
of Latin and Greck. Comus (1634) acted by Eavl of
Bridgewater’s family at Ludlow,  Lycidas (1637),
elegy on death of Mr King, displays acquaintance
with Ttalian writors and malignity to the "Church.
Areades, used as part of a dramatic entertainment.

Travels (pp. 6-8), under Sir H. Wotton’s directions ;
visited Paris (met Grotins), Florence for two months
(his compositions applauded), Sicnna, Rome (kindly
reccived and praised by learned :md great), Naples
{(met Manso, patron of Tasse).
Johnson,— All his writings show a lofty and htmd) conﬁdcncu ’
in himself, and perhaps some contompt of others. He
varely bestows praise. .
Politidal affairs provented him from going on to Sicily -
and Grecco. Retwrning ho visited Rowme, Flovence,
Lucen, Venice, and Geneva.  Epitaphivin Dwmnonis in
honour of his friend Diodati. :

Milton as a Schoolmaster (pp. 8-11, 16). :
() In St. Bride's Churchy md tmchmg ‘his sister’s
sons (1638).

(®) In Aldorsgate Street, taking more boys (1639)

Jolhmson eriticises the suggested cause of Milton's
return to England, defends him as a schochuastor,
doubts the story of wonders performed at his
school, compares his plan to Cowley's, advocates
the study of history, truth, and reason in prefer-
ence to external nature, declares Socrates opposed”

to Milton as a teacher, approves of the teaching
of religion, and of Miltow's example to his pulnh L
(¢} In the Barbican {1645-7),
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For a time he sheltenad bis wife's rela
tries to prove that Milten was neta s
by profession, and that ke Ead intend:
come a soldier.  Johnson replies with saressm.

Controversial Wntings (pp. 11-15, 17-23).

(a) Beligion  Trewn en Boepore v (16210 intenied
to help the Paritans  Brshop Hall publishel 4 Beril»
Jiemonstrance in defence of Eprscopacy.  Six ministers

" (Smectymnuns) answered Hall (1641).  Bihop Usker
atterapted a Confutsfion of Smeetyranuus.  OF Priztiz:!
Episcopacy (1641) was Milton's reply to Usber. Tha
lengthy title displays “puritspical savazeress of
manoers ”

1642 The Renson of Church Greamment and t¥o more
pamphlets

Jolinson.—Tle confidently Lat paestentativasly shows Lis

high opinjon of his own pawers.

In one pamphles Mijlton defends bimeslf from the
charge of being “ vomited from the Universiy © His
language is offensive aod ma%izvars

(3) Marnage end Ih~=w. Mymise ¢
Mary Powel, who left kiza sferarmrmt 3
ard Discijline of Daveres, The JuZmsmt
(1644) ; Telrackordon (1645).

Prosecution by the assm
contempt shown to his doet;

by ber friends.
O Liety of Prstns.  Aewpupties dromn

bberty of printing. Joknsm Zives remsns g
Allegra and Penwroc, were 1otlis L
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(1) The Ring's Death. A Trealisc justifying the - .
king’s death ; Remarks on Ormond’s Articles of Peace;
Teonoclasfes, an attack on Jeon Basilike. ~Salmasius -
published Defonsio Regis (1649) by order of Charles 1L
Miltow's Defensin Populi (1651) replied, ridieuling the
Latin of Salmasins.  Milton’s pamphlet was the more
popular.  Salmasius died before his reply was com-

pleted. Milton received £1000, and though his sight.” -
was failing, he continued to be Cromwell’s L'Ltm seere- . -

tary, and to engage in controversy: .
His first wife died (1653). Second marriage (1806)
Second wife died * within a year.”
Schemes (pp. 23-27).
(e) A Latin Dictionary, left unfinished.
(b) A History of England, stopped at the Conquest.
(¢) An Epic Poem, resulted in Paradisé * Lost.

Johnson gives copies of two plans left in manuseript. - ..

Blindness could not obstruct his power of invention, °
The indulgence of his fancy was a solace to his soli-
tude in blindness. ‘
Two pamphlets against the Clergy (1658), )
Restoration (pp. 27-31), Lendy and casy way,fo establish a
Free Commonwealth.  Notes on a Scrmon, answered by
No Blind Guides. The Restoration drove him into
hiding, His Defence burnt by the hangman. Not men-
tioned in the exceptions to the act of oblivion, Burnet,
thinks he was forgotten. Prosccuted,—na tradition
“says he was saved by Davenant. In custody till
November. Removed to Jewin Strect. Married a
third time. Being cither prudent or grateful, he
offered no opposition to the new ectt]ement Aecidence
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commeneed  Grammar (1661).  Elwood the Quaker
engaged by Milton to read Latwn,  Johnson discusses
the Italian pronunciation.
The last residence of Milton, in Artjllery Walle
Paradise Lost (pp 32-40) Original design unknown,
first conception was 2 dramatic work, FProgress,
interrupted by private studies apd state affairs
Philips says he composed most freely in winter,
Milton's Elegies suggest the spring.  Johnson describes
* and discusses the belief in the dependence of the soul
upon seasons, the degeneracy of nature, and climate.
. He thinks Milton’s belief not entirely unreasonable.
Tichardson suggests that Milton's poetical faculty
acted sp dicslly. Johnson disbelieves his account
of Milton’s methods. Internal ewidence gives few
indications of the times when the parts of P.L were
written. The third book refers to his blindness, the
seventh to the Restoration. A reference to his treat-
ment after the Restoration is quoted and eniticised
In the Plague year Milton retired to Chalfont.
Here Elwood suggested Paradise Reguined. Next
year Paradise Lost was Ticensed for publication.
Account of the editrons and sales down to 1690
Obstacles:—The Stuart Court, the paucity of
. .readers, the ignorance of traders, gentlemen and
women, recent sumity to the aunthor, newness of the
versification, timidity of its admurers, few opportunities
of advertisement  The Revolution brought popularty
to Paraduse Lost.
Milton’s expedient to supply hus lack of sizht
inflicted musery on his daughters, who were com;wﬁ.’i
to read books i many languages.
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this to envy, petulance, and pride. His arbitrary rale

at home did not correspond with his professed love of

libérty. He scemed to look on woman with contempt.
Fannly Iistory down to 1690 (pp. 48-50).

IL POETICAL TORKS (pp. 50-74).

Juvenile Poems (pp 50-56).

(a) Italan, have been commended.

(8) Latin, “lnsciously elegant,” delightful rather for
beauty of verse than for originality or vigour.

{¢) English, show evidence of genms by being
original, but this 15 their only excellence. Milton
could not do little things with grace.

- Lyridas, harsh diction, uncertain rliymes, anpleasing
numbers, unnatural sentiments, destitute of natare and
truth, of art and novelty The meaning of the alle-
gory is too uncertain and too remote. The pastoral
i3 too commonplace to arouse sympathy. Sacred
truths are mingled with trifling fiction and irreverently
handled, though perhaps not consciously, No man
who did not know Milton could read Ly _/chas with
pleasure

L' Allegro and Il Penseroso, “two noble efforts of

imagination,” always give pleasure to the reader
They are designed to show how every disposition of
mind is attracted to that which will give it pleasure.
The pleasure of the chearful man and of the pensive
man sre delightfully contrasted, but perhaps melan-
- choly can be distinguished in Milton’s n
¢
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mutilated bY the licenser- Style harsh and unpleasivg: -
Paradise Regained and Samison AL aes followed:
Paradise Regained WoS Tis *“last pp_eti.'c.'.\'\ ofispring *and’
his favourite: His high opinioxi'bf‘_i'\. s+ not, shaved by
Johnson. The poeb is entitled - 40 _'.'=1‘nniru'\ion for
condescending to write o manual of 1 .-'lng-.;'u-,.'(\("'?‘.'v!').
Treatise of True Religiots o modealy wrjten tract
advocating toleration ¥ all exeed i {
recommending diligent perusal of the Seripturcs:. . {
print of juvenile poems: Familiar Bt 3
quiet death in 1674. Burial in St.
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. . Speare, and Cowley-
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. rather to condemn than t0 _approve. Vith P
i belief in Providence he displayed 1O visible
¥ public or private. Johnson condemns his B¢
R family prayer- _
%, . «An acrimonious and-surly republicim,"-)
S I pemcal,  Johmsony’

Pt




B

P v T
by Omefretpmne sy 15nom suc.lel 3L SEgelns
5 pmon 32
~ them power

(&) Jir )
L-Tis denzez—2rge -
forecezt £nd &5 Thos Lo goit
Clcr mitfems o Fze

distlzyel B

Adzr gnd Eve ars 57030
The sapericriny of Ll =
both states.

2, Parts of 2o epiz prozr—als E
marvellone  The iz
all men gt all fimes (34
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3. The machinery, ir. e frwrrent
natural power. The visible ecntrel of Heaves 2 prars
iu every action.

4 Epizodes,—two only, introdnced by Eapbae] znd
Michael. One 18 a Becessary wamicg to Adim, the
othier a necessary consolation.

5 A complete desizm, as required by Answtle’s
rules. The few digressions in Paradie Lot are toq
beautiful to be omitted.

6 Te this an heroic poem? Milton thus desenbed
it; Dryden denies the heroum of Adam because he
fell; Jobuson refutes Dryden becanse Adam was
testored,

_ iy The Sentiments.

In met ease, rerfectly appropriate Instructive

Fatrazes are rate. The am 15 not to assist human
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3 The solemnity of the subject obstructs rather
than arouses imagination. The good and evil of
cternity are too great: for poehcal treatment. )

1, Milton has displayed the power of study ~\n<l
genius in accumulating and  selecting materials to
adorn bis poem, and to present the subject in a new
form with fresh adornments, but Las not succeeded

. in supplymng the want of human interest. .

5. The ageney of spirits is not consistent through-

out, Philosophy has confused poetry by partially,
“but pot wholly, investing the spirits with form and
matter,

6. Allegorical persons having no real existence are
introduced  The personification of S and Death 15
faulty. This “unskilful allegory” is ome of the
greatest faults.

7. A few errors 1 the narrative, and in the descrip-
tions of man and animals before the fall.

8. Dryden remarks that the high level of excellence
is mot always maintained. Johnson considers that
this is nataral.

9, The  Paradise of Fools” 15 too ludicrous for this
great work.

10. Too frequent play upon words; equivocations ;
improper nse of terms of art; these are u.uimportcmh
faults.

Paradise Regained (p 71), elegant, wstructive, The
dulogue requlrcs the aid of action It suffers n the
general opmion by comparison with Puadise Lost.

Bamson Agonistes (pp. 71, 72) has been too much
© . admired -

1
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Prejudice and bigotry wade M)lton plefer 'mcxent:,';
tragedies to those of the French and English st‘we. -

Bhnd admiration’ of Milton led to praise of un- -
necess'xry and useless intermediate parts of t,lus:
drama. . : o

Many beautiful pfxss'xges but no connected pl:m V
Milton not a dramatist, had not ‘studied character by-.
observation but from books. He had little experience’
‘of human mtma ’

General Remarks (pp- 727 4)

Dtdwn _uniform throughout greater works, :md
“peculiarly his own..” His chief admirers atgribute this™
to grandeur of ideas; Johnson to his love of foreign -
idiom. In his prose this is condemned, in his poetry. :
it is admired. Style is not modified by the subject.
Milton wrote no language, but formed a Babylonish
dialect, harsh and barbarous in -itself, but appearing
~ graceful by the pleasure it conveys. Copiousness;
variety, diligent selection of melodious words, are to
be praised. -

Ver szﬁcalwn «“ English heroi¢ verse without lhyme,
probably in. imitation of Italian verse. * He thought, .
-rhyme not'necessary to true poetry. Johnson considers

" the Enghsh language, being unmusical, requires the
“music: of metre.” . #The artifice of thyme " makes
. each line'a distinct system “of sounds and- preservesf‘
~the music of the English heroic line, - Blank -verse
“seems to be verse only to the eye,” has not the ease
of prose, nor the melody of numbers, and soon tires
the reader. Milton is to be admired rather than
imitated, : - N
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Oripmal Inrontion. "Milton copied Homer, who
eontrived the first epic poem, but “of all borrowers he
is perhaps the least indelted.” A confident thinker,
distainful of help or hindrance. His writings are
eatirely his own work, performed in spite of great
difficultics  Homer's epic cxcels that of Mlten enly
by having preceded 1t






MILTON.

P
L Lite ot 30Mow bas beew alicady wiitten it «n many
ws, and with eucl mivute wauns, that T meht periaps
¢ prapetly have contented suysell with the addition of
whoteato Mr Fenton’s elogant Abnduenent, hut that
e paceatise was thonght necessry to the unifurmrty of
adstion -
ohn Mudton was by Iurth a gentleman. descended tiom
propetetnts of Milton aear Thaive w Osfordshiee, one of
L Corfrted lus estate @ the funes of Yorh and Lancaster
fell side he tuok I kuow not , hes descendant mhertted no ¢
eration for the White Bose
s gramtfathber Joln was heeper of the fntest of Nhotaver,
aalos papest, who dranbented s son beeaws: be had
then thie relyrion of s ancestors.
‘i3 father, John, who waxs the gon drsmherited, had recourse
W support to the professol of ascrivenet  He wasaman
1ent for hrs salt va s, many of s compositions veng
to he found , and Yy reprtation m s profeviat was
Berie e tate He had
~oti addreses 2
pe e He mtnred
atlewoman of the name of Caston, 5 Welsh funls 1y
m Ire it two son, Johu the poet, and Chrstopher who
i the Jaw, and adhered. as the lw fatzht ho. ty the
s party, for nhih be wa~ a while per-ectted, bat havige,
i T:Qubcr’s interest, obtumed permaussion to hve w quet, -
I
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“.rmi‘,ﬂwy would in :\n'\'lnim'mrum school have obtajned
fan, biit not excited wouter, 5

[";‘r‘:,y“b Intf"his elogies appear to have been whtten in hiv

ciabitienth yerr, by which 36 appears that e hal then yendd
. the Ronan authors with sery nice discerument Tonce heard

Mr Hampton, the translator of Tolyliny, Tewnark what T
think is true, that Milton was the first Enghshman who,
*after the revival of Jetters, wrote Latm verses with clascis
elexnce  If any exceptirns can be made, they are very
fow 4 Trdden and Ascham, the pride of Elwabetlia teigm, 10
Bawever they may bave succeeded w' prose, no saner
atterpt verses than they provoke deriwon It we produced -
sy thisg worthy of notice before fhe elegres of Miltan, 1
Wk jerhags Alhaster’s Roxana
OF thesw exerni-cs, which the rules of the University re.
quirel, smae were pubhihed hy lam fn hoy matuver jears
* Thuy lind been unduubtedly applanded, for they were such as
Femean peeform § Yot there In reason Yo suspect that e weq
Teganted in his oollege with no great fondness.  That he
Sltatued 1o fellowship 13 certan ; It the unhindness with 20
SLihde was treated was not merely negative 1 gm
. sdamed to relate what T fear 13 true, that Milton w23 gue”
of the It students an either noiversity that suffered ¢he
it indsgnity of enrporal correction.

Tt was, in the s1olence of controversl bustihty, ohjected ~
to b, that he wadexpelled  This he steadily dentes, andit ©
®as apparenty not true s but b seeins plam, from bis nyn
verss to Tiodath, Ghat he had mcurred “Rustiention "
tomporary dismission b the conutry, with perhaps the Jog.
of atorm, N

Thus gon m, which mentions s ezile k »

. X s proves hikewnse that .
o1t was uot perpetual; for it conclydes with a resolitiy of

o2 gome tme to Cambridge  And 3t may e congeg.
torud froms the wllmgmens with sebtch he fi, y

; perpetuated
{ the memors of hus cxil, that sre msen s oo, DTETUAEL
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a design 80 compr’ -ehensive; b at it could be ]\\stxﬁed only by
e had once designed to celebmt,e King Arthur, 2%
he hints in his verses t6 1 Mansus i

says Fentor: 1o another destiny. ' RS
108 of poehc'\l prolects 1eft n .
& libravy at Cambridge:] that ¢
n this subject ‘into’ one 0 3

neiently. called Dy steries s

s of Sataw's 1 'tddxecs to the- K

wILTON.

but’ Arlhur aras reservedy -

tr'wed\ o

sun.  These My -qteries consist of 'ﬂle«oncal pex~ons s\\c\l as
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THE PLRSONS.

Michael.

20 Chorus of Augels.
Heav cenly Love
Lucifer. )
Adam, \ yith the Serpent:
Tve,
Conscience-
Peath.
Labour,
Qickness,
Discontcm,

30 Tgnorance.

with otherss

Faith.
Hope.
Charity.

Mutes.

’I.‘m" Prmow

Moses., . -

PDivine Tusticc Wlﬁ(\om,»
Heavenly Love.

The Bvening S Star, He=pem<

Chorus of Angels.”

Lucifer.

Adam. o

Bve. )

Conscience-.

" Labour,

Qickness,
Dmcontcnb, M utc=
Tgnorance

Tear, ’
Deaths
Taith.
Hope.
Chm m
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PARADISE LOST.
TEZ FERSOVE

Mires, 750009 e, Torcms 1w L anesrmed Lis trow bids;
vatiterrrspls % e it e with Ged iy the mount;
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Gl 3 tolle tLex 2mrst see Adaig in the e23% ¢f fnnreens,
v parem of theirein

Joeioe, . 0]
Merry, (delatig what shotld beoezie of o, i ke filL
Wi, )
Chorzs of Arpels einzizg a bymn of the Creasice,
Hearezdy Live. ACT 1L

© Esezizglur
Cloe=s s e the murrisgeaong, 2o deseribes Paradise,

ACT L
Lacifer, onstriving Adazs riin.
Choros fert for Adum, sxd relates Lasifer's melelicnand fall, 20

Atz ACT IV,
Fre, § 00 .
Consriezze citzs them to God's exazination.
Choros bowaile, and tells the goosd Adao bay loes,
ACT ¥

Adaz 221 Eve driven out of Paradse
———————— prewzted by an azgel with
Latewr, G Hatred, Frvy. War, Faxine, 1

Festilencr, “nknews, Duovntent, Izmorance, l Maotex, 29

Fer, Deatl .
. To whem Le gives i3y roimen  Liexam Wister, Heat,
Tezpest, &e.
Fauth,
Hepr, comioet Lim, and izatrset bum.
Crarity, [

Qorms bnielly codlzdes
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Latin, may so soon learn the sounds which every native gives:"
it, that he need make no provision. before his journey ; and’
if strangers visit ug, it is their business to pmctlse such con- -
formity to our modes as they expect from us in-their own-
countries. Elwood complied with the directions, and im-~ '
proved himself by his attendance; for he relates, tlnt‘_"
Milton, having a curious ear, knew by his voice- when he
read what he did not understand, and would stop lnm, and’ .-

open the most difficult passages.

In a short time he took a house in | the Artlller) \V’\I}“

leading to Bunhill Fields; the mention of which concludes
the register of Milton’s removals and habitations. He Ii\'ed
longer in this place than in any other.

He was now busied by Paradise.Lost. ’Wheme he dxcw
the original design has been variously conjectured, by men
who cannot bear to think themselves ignorant of that which,

at last, neither diligence nor sagacity can discover. SBome -
find the hint in an ltalian tragedy. Voltaire tells a-wild -
and unauthorised story of a farce seen by Milton in Ttaly, . -

which opened thus: Lst the Rainbow be the Fiddlestick 'oji the .

Fiddle of Heaven. It has been already shewn, that the first

conception was a tragedy or mystery, not of a narrative, hut'
a dramatick work, which he is supposed to have hegun to”
reduce to its present form about the time (1655) when he

finished his dispute with the defenders of the King.

He long before had promised to adorn his natxve country .. .
by some great performance, while he had yet per111p~; no

sebtled design, and was stimulated only by such expectations’
as naturally arose from the survey of his attainments, and o
the consciousness of his powers. What he should undertake,-. .
it was difficalt to determine. He was long chusing, a;;d,". :

began late.

PN

While he was obliged to divide his time between t;lxc”~

private studies and affairs of state, his poetical labour must. ]
<. have been often interrupted ; and perhaps he did little more .

- in that busy time than constinet the narrative, adjust: the -

5
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episades, proportion the parts, accumulate images and sents-
ments, and treasure 1 Lis wemary, or preserve in writing,
such hints a3 books or meditition weuld supply  Nothing
particular is known of lis intellectual operations while he
was a statesman 3 for, haviug every help and aecornmodation
at hand, he had no need.of uncommon expedients.

Being driven from all public stations, he is yet too great
not to be traced hy cuntostty to lis retirement ; where he
lns been found Ly Mr Richardson, the fondest of lua
adnurers, sitting before his door in @ grey cout of coarse cluth, 10
in warm sultry weather, to enjoy the fresh air; and a0, as well
atin ks ovn room, recetang the vesite of people of distinguished
parts as well ar quality  His visitors of Jugh quality must
now be magined to be few ; bat men of parts might reason-
ably eourt the conversation of a man so generally lustoomws,
that foreigners are reported, by Wond, to have visited the
house in Bread Street where lie was born

Aceording to another acesunt, he was seut m a small
Nwuse, neatly enough dressed 1 buck cloastha, sitting in a room
foung with rusty green ; pale but not cadaverous, vath chalk 20
stones an his hands  He srd, that 3f 1t were uot for the gont,
kit blindness would be tolerable,

In the mtervals of las pam, bemng made unable to use the
rommon exercises, lie usel to swing it a duur, and sometames
played upon an organ

e was now canfessedly and visbly employed upon Ins
poem, of which the progress might he noted by those with
whom he wag fanehar, for he was obliged, when he Tl
composed as many Tues as lug memory would conemently
retain, to employ some friend 1o writing them, having, at 30
Teast for part of the time, no regular attendant. Tl gave
opportunity to observations and reports

Mr Philips observes, thit there was a very remarhalle -~
drentnstanee 1 the compesure of Paradise Lant, “wladi 1
Lave a particular reason,” ey s he, “to remember, for whereas
1 tnd the perusal of 1t from the sery begmning, /o

- c X
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| yeavs, s 1 went from time to time to visit im, in parcels nf
" ten, twenty, or thirty verses at a time (which, being \vrltten
by whatever hand came next, might possibly want correctxon,g
as 16 the orthography and pomtmg), having, as. the summer. -
came on, not been shewed any fm‘ a‘considerable. \\hﬂe and
desiring the reason thereof, was answered that his vein never -
happily flowed but from the Autumnal . Equinox to, the
Vernal; and that whatever he attempted at other tiniés Was .
never to his satisfaction, t,lxo\wl\ e courted his faney never .
0 so much ; 8o that, in all the years he was about this- poem, :
he may be said to have spent half his t,m\e therein.”s = .-
Upon this relation Toland remarks, that it his opinion ..
Philips has mistaken the time of the year; for Mxlton, in-
his Blegies, declares that with the advance of the Spring he
feels the ncrease of his poetical force, redeunt in cormine -
vires. 'To this it is answered, that Philips “could -hardly
mistake time so well marked; and it may be added, that .
Milton might find different times of the vear f'woumbk ta,
ditferent parts of life  Mr. Richardson conceives it unpomblc
0 that such a work should be suspended for sia months, or for
one. It may go on faster or slower, but 1t must go on., - By *
what necessity it must continually go on, or why it ml{,ht
not be aid aside and resumed, it is not eagy to discover. .
This dependence of ~the soul upon the seasons, those:
temporary and periodical e¢bbs and flows of intellect, may, 1-
suppose, justly be derided as the fumes of ~vain mngm'\tmn.,
Supicns dominabitur astris. The author that thinks himself '
weather-bound will find, with a little help from hellibore;
that he is only idle or exhausted. Dut while this notion has
30 possession of the head, it produces the mablht,.y which it -
supposes.  Our powers owe much of their energy to our
“hopes; possunt quia posse videntur. When success scems
attainable, diligence is enforced ; but when it is ﬁdn)ltted
that the faculties are suppressed by o cross wind, or a cloudy.-
csky, the day is given up w! ithout resistance ; for who can ¢
; 'contend with the course of Nature?
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From such ‘srcwswiom Milton seem? ot to fave lwen
free. There [\re\'mlen\ in Iue time a0 opion that the workd
was in its deends and that ¥ e had the jifartune to b
ym«l\m«\ in the decrpitude of Nature. Tt was nlsp«‘ﬂo(\
that the whele creation hng\ﬁ:\m\. that newher tries BT
animals fnd the Leight oF Pulk of their pred ccpasorfy and
that everythung was daily anking b gﬁ\d\m\ Amainution.
hiton apper™ to suspect fat souls P take of the general
degeneracls and wnot ® thout some fear that s book is 10
Te wotten 10 an age o0 fate for Yieroick Poess

Another opmo?t wanders about the worldy and sometimes
fnds reception among Wis€ men 3 an ORIt fhat restrain®
the operation? of the mund 10 partieutar cegions, and 89 ppo~es
hat o lnckles aortal mMAY he born m & & egrree of Jatitude
too gh o oo tow for wisdom or for Wit From this fancyy
witd as 1% e had not. whotly ceared W8 ead, when he
geared lest the clumtte of s countey mght be (00 cold for
flights of mnmn:\t'\cn

Into umd ahcady occup'\ed 1y such fancies, another not.
more pensonable mght ensily find 18 way He that conid 20
fear lest s gemins Tad fallen upon to? oda porld, or o0
ght ecns\itrm\\' magmfy Ymectf the

influence of the seasons and hehiev® Jus facaities to e

Ths snbrusaon to the seasons was at Jeast more ceasonable
han his dre ' decaying Natare: or o fnpd 2one for
eneral causes mustoperate umformiy m 2 general atatement
of mental PR +f less contd B¢ performed 13 the wuiters -

remporaries, 110 o hope of HHOSIE I ory
¢he dnindle of postenty 1 gt sl be the gt of the
prgmes the ey e monareh of the Whnds
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Of his artifices of study, or p'n‘txml'n‘ hours of compom» ]
tion, we have little account, nnd there was perhaps little to p
be told. Richardson, who scems to have been very dxhgent
in his enquiries, but discovers alwws a wish to find. Milton -
diseriminated from other men, rehtes, that “ he would some-
times lie awake whole nights, but not a verse could he make;
and on o sudden his poetical facnlty would rush upon him,
withan impetus ov @stram, ind his ﬂ:mghter was immediately
called to secure what came. At other times he would dictate
perhaps forty lines in a breath, and then reduce them to h'\]f
the number.” R

These bursts of lights, and involutions of darkness ; these
transient and involuntary excursions and retrocessions of -
invention, having some appearance of deviation from the
common train of Nature, ave eagerly caught by the lovers of .
a wander. Yet something of this inequality happens to
every man in every mode of exertion, manual or mental.
The mechanick cannot handle his hammer and his file at all
times with equal dexterity ; there are hours, he knows not.
why, when &is dand < awt. By Mr. Richardsows velation,
casually conveyed, much regard cammot be claimed. That,"
in his intellectual hour, Milton called for his daughter to
sccure what came, may be questioned; for unluckily it
happens to be known that his danghters were never taught
to write : ner would he have been obliged, as is universally’
confessed, to have employed any casual visitor in disburthen-
ing his memory, if his daughter could have performed the
office. .

The story of reducing his exuberance has been told of
other anthovs, and, though doubtless true of every fertile and
copious mind, seems to have been gratuitously transferved to

- Milton.

What he has told us, and we cannot now know more, is,
that he composed much of his poem in the night and morning,
I suppose before his mind was disturbed mth common busi-

_mess; and that he poured out with great fluertey his “unpre-
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His political notions were those of ‘an acrimonious an(l surlv,‘
republican, for which it is not known that he gave any bebter:
reason than that a popular government was the most frugal ; )
for the trappings of @ monarchy would set up an ordinary
commonwealth. It is surely very shallow policy, that sup-
poses money to be the chief good; and even this, without
considering that the support and expence .of a’ Court:
is, for the most part, only a partieular. kind of traffick,
by which money is circulated, without auy national im=

10 poverishment. . CL

Milton’s republicanism was, I am afraid, founded in 'nL
envious hatred of greatness, and a sullen desire of indepen-.
dence ; in petulunce impatient of controul, and pride disdain-
ful of superiority. He hated monarchs in the state, and
prelates in the church; for he hated all whom.he was
required to obey. It is to be suspected, that his predom-
inant desire was to destroy rather than establish, and that
he felt not so much the love of liberty as repurrnanc‘e to’
authority.

20 Tt has been observed, that they who most loudlv clamour
for liberty do not most liberally grant it. What we know of
Milton's character, in domestick relations, is, that lie was"
severe and arbitrary. His family consisted of women ; and
there appears in his books something like a Turkish contempt’
of females, as subordinate and inferior beings. That his own .
daughters might not break the ranks, he suffered them to he-
depressed by a mean and penurious education. FHe ihought
‘woman made only for obedience, and man only for rebellion..

Of his family some account may be expected. His sister,

30 first married to Mr. Philips, afterwards married Mr. Agar, a,
friend of her first husband, who succeeded him in the Crown-+
office. She had by her first husband Edward and John, the
two nephews whom Milton educated; and by her second'
two daughters. ‘

His brother, Sir Christopher, had two daughters, Marv

. and Catherme, and a son Thomas who succeeded Ag'u' in’
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the Crown-office, and left a davghter lLiving in 1749 in
Grosvennr-street,

Milten had children enly by his first wife; Anne, Mary,
and Peborah.  Anne, thongl deformed, mamind 2 nster-
builder, and died of her fint ¢hild.  Mary died angle,
Ddinral narned Abrbam Chark, a weaver i Spitalfields,
and lived neventy-srx years, to August 1727, Thia iv the
Mnghter of whom publick mention bas heen mnde. She
omld repeat the firt hines of Homer, the Metamarplows
and rome of Eonpides, by hmving often read them Yet J0
here incredulity j4 ready tomake a stand.  Many repetttions
are meesary to fix in the memery fines not understoad ; and
why chould Mslton wish ar want to hear them 2o often)
Thers lines were at the begmmng of the poema. Of a bk

. written 10 3 languace not urderstond. the benoning raises
no maore attention than the end s and as thowe that under-

“stand 3t know commonly the beminning et {ts rehearsal

- =il seldom be necesary It s not dhely that Milton
required any passge to be so much repeated as that ks
danghter could learn at, nor Likely that be deared the mitral 2
fines to Lo read at alt, nor that the daughter, weary of the
Arudgery of provousieiny un wdeal sounds, world voluntardy
eomant them to memory.

“Trn thia gontlewoman Addison maude a present, and pro-
nuserl este eatablishment, bt died socp after Queen
Carolime sent her fifty ounest fhe tad reven eons and
three danglters , bt tone of them Tud any liddren, except
her won Cateb and her dauzhter Ehzmbeth  Caleb went to
Fort &t George 1o the Fast Indies, and bad two sons, of
whom nothung 15 now koown.  Ehzabeth marned Thomas 20
Fenter, n weaver m Spitalii i, and had seven culdren, who
Al Al She hept v putty grovers or chandiers shop, it
at Heffoway, and afterwards i Cockedane near Shoreditek
Church  She knew btde of Yer gmndfathier, and that Getls
was not gk She tld of his barsbiness to bis danghters,
and s rofusal to have thom taughit to Wty 5 abd, in oppeste

»

k=)
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ion to other accounts, repregented him s delicate, ghough §
temperates in his diet. o P o

In 1750, April B Comus Was played-forth.cr penefit- © slie’:
had 0 little acquiintance with diversion OF gaietys that she -
Jid not know what was intcndcd:wheu a benefit Was offered -
her. The profits of the night weré only- one hundred and .’
thirty pounds, though Dr- Newton Lrought & large cqntri\)\il
tion ; and twenty ponnds were given v Tonsom ‘@ man who
is to he praised 28 often as he 18 pamed.  Of thiis sum ong

10 andred pounds was p\accd in the stocks, after some debate:
Hebween Ther and her lmshzmd in whose name it g\w\ﬂd e
entered 5 and the rest '.mgmented their little stock,"wiﬂ\__
which they removed 0 1slington This was the g’reatest('
Lenefaction that Paradise Tost ever procur’ed the :\\1@1\})1‘":;
descendents s and to this fhe who bas nO¥ attempted o relate
Lis Life, had the honot® of contributing & Prplogue.' -

In the examination of Milton's poetical works 1 shz’\\l_‘ﬁaj

so much regard to time as to hegin with his juvenile pré

ductions. For his carly pieces e seems &0 have had @ degr

- 90 of fondness Dot very jaudable : what he bas once written !
resolves £0 preserve, and gives to the‘publick an unﬁnished ”
poern, which he broke off hecause he '\vas‘nothing salis od 2t th - -
what he hod done supposing his readers Jess nice U \an i
self. These preludes to his future 1abhours are in Ttalian, = *
Latin, and English. Of the Ttalian 1 ;cannot .pretend to .
speak as 2 critick ; but { have heard them commendéd hra-
man well q\mliﬁed to decide their merit. The Latin pieces‘
are Tuscionsly elegant hut the delight which they afiord is
rather by the exquisite jmitation of the ¢ neient writers. by

a0 the purity of the diction, and the. harmony of the mlm\)ers,j‘
than by any poweT of invention or vigour of sentiment. -
They are pot all of equal value s the clegies excell the odess |
and some of {he exercises O Gunpowder Treason might hm‘e{'
peen spared- SR

The English poems, though they make 1o prom'isé's‘oﬁ'
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“Paradize Tost, have thix evudence of genjus, that they bave

a cast original and nplorrowed Dot their prendiarity §v not
excellence 3 1f they ditfer from verses of athery, they differ
for the worse; for they are ton often distinguished hy
hars), i the binations of words ars now, Int

they are not pleasing ; the rhyme< and epithets seem to be
Ialioriously sought, and vinlently applied

That in the early parts of his Iife he wrote with mack aire
appears from lis wnanuacrpts, happily precersed at Came
Lridge, in which many of his smaller works are found as they 10
were firet written, with the subsequent corrections  Such
reliques thew how excellence ia required; what we, hope
ever ta do with case, we may learn first to do with didigence,

Those who adnure the heauties of this great poet, saries
times force their awn judgement into false approtation of
hre hittle preces, and prevail upon themaclies to think that
admimable which 15 only amgular. All that short comgost
tions can commionly attain 13 neatness and elegance.  Milton
never leatned the art of doing little things with grace, he
overlooked the milder excellence of suavity and softness, Le 20
was a Lion that had no =hall an dundling the Kid

One of the poems on wliuch much prare has heen bestowed -+
is Lycids s of which the dictton 1s hiardh, the thymes ancer-
tam, and the numbers unplasing What beauty there 1,
we must therefore seeh mi the scntinents and muages It s
not to be considercd as the effusion of real pussion, for
J9satan runs not after remote allasions and olrcare opuuons.
Paswon plucks no berries from the myrtle and vy, nor calls
upan Arcthuse and Mmans, nor tells of rough sutyes and
Juune serth cloven hel Where there 13 lewsure for fictin 30
there 15 Iittle gmef

In this poem there 1 no nature, for there w no trath;
there 13 no art, for there 15 nothins new  Ita forn s that of
a pastoral, casy, valgar, and therefore dagusting  whatover
images 1t can supply, are loug ago exhusted , and it
wherent improbability alnays farces disatinaction on the
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Of the two picces, L'Allvgro and 11 Peneernen, T believe
opinon {s uniformm ; every man that reuls them, reada them
with plewsure. The authars delum i+ not, what Theolall
has remarked, woerely to abow, how ohjuts demne their
eoliurs from the mind, by repreeuting the opertion of the
tame things upen the gy and the melancholy temper, or
upon the same an as Le is differently dusprred ; but ratler
haw, among the sacceseive vaticty of appearanes, every dis-
prition of mind takes bold on thowe by wluch 1t may be
ratified. X

The chearful man hears the lark in the morning; the
pennre man hears the vightingle in the evemng. The
chearful man xeex the enck etrut, and heam the ham and
Tiounds echo in the woud, then walls ot wasern to obmene
the glory of the nung snn, or haten to the singing mulk-mad,
and view the Iabours of the plowman and the mnwer ; thon
cwts Tus eyes abwut b over acenes of smiling plenty, and
Inoks up to the distaut tower, the reudence of eome fair
fubabitant, thus he punaes ruml guety threugh a day
of labonr or of play, and delights Bamadf 2t night with the 29
fanaful narmtives of supentitions 12notance :

The pereie man, at one tune, walks yravn to mure at
mdnizht , and at another hewrs the sullen curfew  If the
weather drives him Lome, lie sits in a room bghted only by
glowcsng embere; or by a lonely famp outwatches the North
Btar, to dicoaver the lisbitaton of eeparate souls, and varies
the shadex of mwlitation, by entemphiting the mazmificent
or pathetuk sornrs of trageh and epre poetry When the
formng comes, & movnmz gloomy with Fun and wind, be
aalke nte the dith trachless woods, falls asleep by e 30
murmunng water, and with melanchols enthusiem expects
xome dream of prognostication, or some mushh plased by
aerul performers.

Poth Mirth and Melancholy are solitary, mlent inhalitanta
of the Lrea<t that nuther receve nor transmut communiatian;
no mentien 13 therefors made of a plalosophical fnend, or a
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. plmmnt companion. Thc seriousness does not. aise frén\‘
: any participation of calamityy nor the gncty from Lln.
- pleasures of the hottle. - - )

The man of chearfulness, having cxh'mstcd the toumtry,

tries what towered cities will affor d and mmglu» with seénes .

of splendor, gay assemblies, and lmptnl festivities ; but he.

mingles @ mete spcctator, as, when the learned comedics of

Jonson, or the wild dramnas of Sh'\kspenre, are eﬁubltcd ]u,i

attends the theatre. -

10 The pensive man never loses lunwdf in aowck but ualks .

the cloister, or frequents the cathedral., Milton prohably
had not yet forsaken the Chureh. o L

Botk his characters delight in musick § but he seems.to.
think thab chearful notes would have obtained from quto a.
cumpleat dismission of Eurydice, of whom solemn wounds
only procured a conditional release. ) ’ )

For the old age of Chearfulness e m.zkes ne pmwswu ;
but Melancholy he conducts with- gre'\(, dignity to the close
of life. His Chearfulness is without levity, zmd his Pexmvc-

20 ness without asperity.

Through these two poems the images are properly selccted; '
and nieely distingnished ; but the colouis of the diction seem
not safliciently diseriminated. T kuow not ‘ixhéth(;i‘ the *
characters are kept sufliciently apart. No mirth can, indeed,
be found in his melancholy ; but I am afraid that I always

- - meet some melancholy in his mirth. They are two noble

efforts of imagination. o

The greatest of his juvenile performances is the 3 \hsque of
Comus ; in which may very plainly be discovered the dawn

30 or twilight of Paradise Lost.  Milton a appears to have formed

very early that system of diction, and mode of verse, which
his thaturer judgement approved, and from which he never
endeavoured nor desired to deviate,

Nor does Comus afford only a specimen of his langnage ; .
it exhibits likewisc his power of description and bis vigour of

-+ sentiment, employed in the praise aud defence of virtué. - A -

:
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xy:\rkhm_v\g:_t_rylv poctical fu yarely fuund ; allusions, images,
apd deseriptive egathiets, embellish almest esery penod sath
taviah decoration,  As & eeriea of Sines, therefore, it tnay o
comsideres] na worthy of all the adinimtion wath wlide the
votaries hive received it

Ana drama it i deficiont. The netion fa not protalile, A
Masqie, in thesn parts where supernatur) intervention s
adiitted, must, indeed be given up to all the frembhs of |
imagination ; but, so far as the action is merdy Imman,
it ought to be reasonabls, which can hardly be mid of the 10
conduct of the two Imotheras who, when thdir sister winks
with fatigae in n pathles wilderness, wander hotl nway
togetlier in rearch of hefrica too far to find ther way lack, |
and leave a hddpless Tady to all the sadnces and danger of
solhtude.  This however i3 a defect overbalanced fy its -

. convenience, e

WWhat deserves more reprehension is, that the prologue
spoken in the wild wood by the attendant Spirtt 14 addressed
ta the nudience; & mode of commumcation s contrary to
the nature of d tick repr ton, that ne p dents 20
can Fupport ity

The discourse of the Spirit 12 too long , an oljection that
may be made to almoat all the following spwethes  they hase
not the Fpritehiness of a dialogne tunmnted by reciprocal-
eontention, but seem rather dechimations diliherately eom.
posed, and formally repeatcd, on 4 wmural question. Tle
anditor therefore listens as to a latwie, withont passion,
without anxiety.

The song of Comus has armes and Jolbty 5 but, whar -
may recommend Milten's morals as widl s his poetry, tleza -
invitationa to plaasme are so sroeml that they excite o )
distinet images of comupt engmrs 11 3 d tske no dargere o
hold on the faney

The followiny solloqiies «f Ceznix and the Lade =
clogaut, but tedions, Tht s 2 5 wwe mae) to the rw=
Jf it ever canlelight, At i o> Broaberceyinw, 37
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much tmnqmlhly s and when they ]nve fe'\led lest then'—
sister shonld be in danger, and l\opcd that she is not in
danger, the Blder makes a specch in praise of chastity, and
the Younger finds how fine it is to be a philesopher. -+ .~

Then descends the Spirit in form of n shephard ; and-the
Rrother, instead of being in baste to ask his help, praises hie
singing, and enguires hm business in that place, Tt is
remarkable, that at this interview the Brother is taken with
a short fit of thyming, The Spirit relates that the Lady s in
10 the power of Comus ; the Brother moralises again ; and the
Spirit makes a long narration, of no use hccz\\m it is false,
and therefore \m%\nt.\blo to a good Bung. )

Tu il these parts the langunge is poetieal, and. the. senti-
ments are generous; but there is something wanting to atlure
atiention. o

The dispute between the Lady and Comus is the most
animated and affecting scene of the Qrama, and wants nothing
but a brisker reciprocation of objections aund rephevto invite
attention, and detain it. -

"The songs are vigovous, and full of imagery; but they arc
harsh in their diction, and naot very musical in their numbers

Throughout the whale, the figures ave too bold, and {he
Inngunge too luxurviant for dinlogue. Tt is a drama in the
epic style, inelegantly splendid, and tediously instructive.

The Sonnets were written in different parts of Milton's life
upon diflerent occagions. They deserve not any partienln
eriticism ; fov of the best it can ouly be said, that they arc
not Lad; and perhaps ouly the eighth and the twenty
first are truly entitled to this slender commendation. The

30 fabrick of a sonnet, however adapted to the [talian language

has never suceeeded in onrs, which, having greater variety of
termination, requires the rhymes to be often changed.

Those little pieces may be dispatchied withont muck
anxiety ; a greater work ealls for greater care. T am now
to examine Paradise Lost ; a poem, which, considered wit}
vespoct to design, may claim the first place, and with re‘speo
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to performance the second, among the prodoctinna of the
Human mind.

By the general consent of entichs, the firet prajas of genms
i3 due to the wnter of no cprk qwem, a3 1t requires an
assemblage of all the powers which are singly suflicient for
uther compositions.  Poetry Is the art of uniting plaasnre
with truth, by calling imagmation to the help of reason
Epuek poetry undertakes to teach the wmast impartant trutha
by the most pleasing precepts, and therefore relates some
grent event in the must affeting manner, Tlistory must 10
supply the writer with the rudiments of narmtion, whicl be
mu-t improve and exalt 1y o pobler art, must animate by
drinatick energy, and diversify 1y retrospuction and antici-
fation ; morality muxt teach Linn the exact bounds, and
different #lindes, of vice and virtue ; from policy, and the
practie of life, he las to learn the discriminations of
cliaracter, and the teudency of the passions, either single or
combined ; and physislogy mu<t supply him with illustra-
tions and images To pat these matenals to paetisal use,
15 equired an inammiten apable of gamting nature, and o
realizing fiction  Nor 1 he set a poct tall he bas attanel
the whale extension of his Fannge, distmguhed all the
delicacies of phirnse, and all the roloanrs of word<, and learned
to adjust thar difi rent asunds to ald the saneties of metnal
tulemtion

Dosau 15 of optmon that the poet’s fint work 1 fo find 5
saoral, which tns fatile 14 afterwards to tliustrate and establich
Tlas reems to hae been the process only of Milton; the
woral of other poema 1+ modental and coneequent, 1
Milton’s emly 1t 13 essentiad and antrnack  Hyg purpose was 30
the mest ueefnl and the most anduons, 0 iindicata the semys
of God to man; ta shew the reasonablencas of relizion, and
the necesuty of aludhence to the inine Taw

To convey thns motal, there muat lee a fable, n varmtien
artfally constructed, so 14 to exate eurtonty, and surprise -
vxpectation.  Tn this part of b work, Miltan most be cons

2
3
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After the scheme and fabrick of the poem, must be eon
sidered its component parts, the sentiments and the diction.

The sentimeits, as expressive of manners, of 'q)proprmtea
to characters, ave, for the greater part, \mE\ceptxonmbly ]usi

Splendid passages, containing lessons of morality, or’ pre
cepts of prudence, oceur seldom, Such is the ongm'd forma
tion of this poem, that as it admits no human. maners til
the Fall, it can give Jittle assistance to human conduct.- It
end is fo raise the -thoughts above subluiary cares o

10 pleasures. Yet the praise of that fortitude, with whic
Abdiel maintained his singularity of virtue against th
scorn of multitudes, may be accommodated to all times ; ane
Raphael's reproof of Adam’s curiosity after the planetar;
motions, with the answer retirned by Adam, may be con
fidently opposed to any rule of -life which any poct - ln
delivered. -

The thoughts which are occasxomllv mlled forth in th
progress, are such as could only be produced h‘y an imaging
tion in the highest degrée fervid and active, to whicl

20 materials were supplied by incessant study and unlimite
curiosity. The heat of Milton’s mind might be said t
sublimate his learning, to throw off into lis work. the spm
of science, unmingled vnth its grosser p'u'ts .

He had considered creation in its whole extent, and hi
descriptions are therefore learned. He had accustomed i
imagination to unrestrained indulgence, and his conception
therefore were extensive. The characteristick quality of hi
poem is sublimity. He sometimes descends to the elegant
but his element is the great. He can occasionall;, inves

30 lnmself with grace ; but his natural port is gigantick lofti
ness!” He can please when pleasure is required ; but it 1=z ]m
peculiar power to astonish.

He scems to have been well acquainted with “his- ow
genius, and to know what it was that Nature had bestow
upon him more bountifully than wpon others ; the power o

! Algarotti terms it gigantesea sublimita ﬂh(tomana. “ 2
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duplaying the vast, illuminmating the splendid, enforing the' |
awful, dichening the gloomy, and aggmsating the dreadfuls
he therfore choce a sobpet on which too much conld not -+
Le #ald, on which he nught tire his fancy withont the " -
ceonnre of extravaginee,
The apjrarauces of Nature, aud the occurrences of Iife, did -
uot stiate his appetite of greatness  To paint tiings as
they are requires 3 mioute atteution, and employx the -
wmemnry rather than the fancy  Mlton’s delight was to sport
m the wids regrons of posailality , reality was a scene tov 10+
narrow for his mind.  Ilo sent Tus faculttes out wpon dis- -
covery, into worlls where only imagmation cin tiavel, and
delighterd to form new mles of eustence, and furnish senti-
mnt and action to superior beings, to trace the counsels of -~ -
Lell, or accompany the charrs of heaven
But Le could not be alnays 1 other worlds: le must
sometimnes restat enrth, and tell of things visble and known .
When he cannot ratse wonder by the sublimity of bis mind,
he gives delight Ly sts fartility
Whatever be lus subjeet, he never fuls to fill the imagma- 20
tion  But hiy images and desenptions of the scenes or
operations of Nature do not secm to be alway s copred from
! ol form, nor to hase the froshnes, vacncss, and energy
of immadite olservation  He wsan Natare, as Dryden
exprosees at, through the apectucles of bovks, and oy most
oowiony calls learnng to bty asastawce The garden of
Fden brings to bis muml the vale of Enna, where Proserpune
was mthenng flowers Satan moakhes his way througl, fight-
g clements, ke Arge between the (anean rochs,-or
Ulywes between the two Suthan whirlpoole, when he30
shunned Charshdis on the larboard  The mythological N
allusions have Iven Justh censured, a4 not being alwaysnsed .
with notee of thar sanity , It they contnbute variety o
the narmtion, and produce an alternate exercise of the *
mewory and the faney
Ilis sumiles are less numerous, and more \':mnﬂ%

oo A [



we oI s predecessors. DAL J1e GULs AUV LUAMLEL JALeLiL
;hin the limits of rigorous comparison: his great excellence ..
umplitude, and he expands the adventitious image beye ond
» dimensions which the occasion required. Thus, compar-
the shield of Satan to the orh of the Moon, he crowds.’..
imagination with the discovery of the telescope, and '111 -
3 wonders which the telescope discovers. .
Of his moral sentiments it is hardly praise to nﬂmn tlmt
sy excel those of all other poets; for this superiority he
s indebted to his acquaintance with the sacred writings. =
e ancient epick poets, wanting the light of Revelation,
re very wunskilful teachers of virtue: their principal
wracters may be great, but they are not amiable. The:
ider may rise from their works with a greater degree of
ive or passive fortitude, and sometimes of prudeirce ; but ™
will be able to carry aw; 'xy few precepts of ;;ustxce, and
ne of mercy. )
From tlie Italian writers it appears, that the advanhtges .
even Christian knowledge may be supposed -in".wvain. ..
josto’s pravity is generally’ known; and - though* the
Jiverance of Jerusalem may he considered as a sacred -
bject, the poet has been very spaving of moral instruction.
In Milton every line breathes sanctity of thought, and
rity of mannérs, except when the train of the marration
juires the introduction of the rebellious Spirits ; and even
ey are compelled to acknowledge their subjection to Ged, in
ch a manner as excites reverence, and confirms piety.
Of human beings there are but two ; but those two are the
rents of mankind, venerable before their fall for dignity '
d innocence, and amiable after it for repentance and sub- " -
ssion.  In their first state their affection is tender without ,
akness, and their piety sublime without preswmption.-
hen they have sinned, they shew how discord begins in -.
tual frailty, and how it ought to cease in mutual forbear'
e ; how confidence of the divine favour is forfeited by sin,- -
1 how hope of pardon may be obtained by pemtence and

r
’
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in sur preent sisTy,
sentiments 2rd worlip projer to 3 fallen a~d [
Txing we Lare all to le;zm, 2z we kave all to practiez

The poot, whatever be e dane, is always great. Our pro-
genitors, in their firet B.Ale, coonversed with argelss even
when folly and #in had degradvd them, they 1ad not in their
humifiation the port of mean pritors; and they riss 2zin to
reverentul regard, when we find that their prayers were
heand. 10

As haman passinns did not enter the world before the Fall,
there is in the Paradise Lemt httle spportunity for the
pathetick ; Lut what Bittle there 1s bas not been lost. That
passion which i3 peculiar to rattonal nature, the anguish
arising from the conscisusness of transgression, and the
horroms attending the sense of the Divine displeasure, are
very jnetly described and forcilly impresed  Bat the
passions are moved only on one occasion , sublimty s the
general and prevailing quality in this poem; soblimny
varionsly modified, sometimes descriptive, soretumes args- 27
mentative.
« The defects and fanlts of Paradise Lost, for f2alts 2:d
defects every work of man must lave, it 1s thr briezees £
impartial enticism to discover.  As, m displspies the szee,
lence of Milton, T have net made ling quetatios bog o
relecting brauttes there had bern no rral, T el 22 10 nez -
general manner mention that whyeh szt dosrm o0«
for what Englishman ran take delist v, vrar o @ -
ages, which, if they leseens the reprzat: = 8 3~ -
in some degre the honour of p1r e e

The ginerabity of my whenie disa 2 5
notire of verlal imaccuracten whe 3, Bt = jrthr » getis
ehilled in grammar than ety h,. feer fogred theugh
he rumetimes made 4o - B e
ohtrsions of a revise
him to employ. A Eepyern

e de e
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ahit it true ; and vile and pexmmous, ‘if, as 1s s:nd he in "~
ate allowed it to be false. . .
1e plan of Paradise Lost has this mconvemence, that 1t,
yrises neither huran actions nor human manners. The
and woman who act and suffer, are-in a state which
ther man or woman can ever know. The reader finds
transaction in which he can be engaged; beholds ng’
ition in which le can by any effort of imagination.
e himself ; he has, therefore, little natural curiosit'y,or
pathy.
e all, indeed, feel the effects of Adam's d1sobed1ence :
all -sin like Adam, and Iike him must all bewail our
1ces ; we have restless and insidious enemies in the fallen
ls, and in the Dblessed spirits we have guardians and
1ds; in the Redemption of mankind we hope to be
1ded : in the description of heaven and hell we are surely
rested, as we are all to reside hereafter either in the
ons of horror or bliss,
ut these truths are too important to be new ; they bave
1 taught to owr infancy; they bave mingled with our
ary thonghts and familiar conversation, and are habitually
rwoven with the whole texture of life. Being therefore
new, they raise no unaccustomed emotion in the mind;
t we knew before, we cannot le'xm what is not unex-
ed, cannot surprise.
f the ideas suggested by these awful scenes, from some
recede with reverence, except when stated hours requive
r association ; and from others we shrink with hot
dmit them only as salutary inflictions, as counter)
ur interests and passions. Such images rather obs
career of fancy than incite it. -
leasure and terrour are indeed the genuine sourc
ry ; but poetical pleasure must be such as human’
ion can at least conceive, and poetical terrour s
an strength and fortitude may combat. The gv
of Etermtv are too ponderous for the wings of
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mind sinks under them in passive helplesaness, content with

_calm belief and humble ndoration

Kuown trathe, however, may take a different appearance,

* and be comveyed to the mind by & new train of interuediate

wmnges  This Milton has uadertaken, and performed with
pregnancy and vigour of munid peenliar to himelf.  Whoever
consulers the few radieal positions which the Seriptares
afforded him, will wonder Ly wliut energetick apcration he
expanded them to such extent, and ramified them to so mudh
variety, restrained as he was by religious revercnce from 10
}icentioneness of fiction

Here 15 a full display of the united force of study and -
genius; of a great accumulation of materials, with judge.
ment to digest, and faney to comlune them - Milton was able

-to select from nature, or from story, from ancient fable, or

from modern acience, whatever could illustrate or adorn his
thoughts, An accumulation of knowledge impregnated hia
nund, fermented by study, and exalted by unagination.

It has been thercfore smd, withont an mdecent fiyperbola,
by one of hus enconuasts, that in reading Paradise Lost we 20
read a book of nniversal knowledge.

But ortginal deficnce caunot be supplied  The want of
Yuman interest 13 always felt.  Paradise Lost 19 one of the
Vooks which the reader adiires and lays down, and forgets
to take up again. None ever wished it longer than it 13
Jts perusal 15 a duty rather than a pleasure We read Milton
for instruction, retire harawsed and overburdened, and look
elsewhere for recreation , we desert our master, and seek for
companions

Another tnconvenience of Milton’s destgn i+, that 1t requires 30
the description of what cannat be deserbed, the agency of
spirita. He saw that immaterality supplied no images, and
that he could not show ancels acting but by mstrunents of
action  he therefore invested them with form and matter
This, being necessary, was therefore defensible, and he
hould hiave secured the conarstency of husayutem by keeping *

P
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m his thoughts. But, he las unhappily perplexed his ©

stry with his plnlosoph) His infernal and celestial powers ™ |
» sometimes pure spirit, and sometimes animated body.

hen Satan walks with his lance upon the burning marle,

has a body ; when, in his passage between hell and the

w world, he is in danger of sinking in the vacuity, and i is -
sported by a gust of rising ¥apours, he has a body ; when

amimates the tond, he seems to be mere spmt ﬂnt can

aetrate matter at pleasure ; when he starts up 7 his own
pe, he has at least a determined form; and when he'is
sught before Gabriel, he has a spear and a shield, which he

1 the power of hiding in the toad, though the arms of the
itending angels are evidently material,

The vulgar inhabitant§ of Pandemoniu, being tncorporeal . -

rits, ave af large, Uzough‘wa'zlzout number, in a limited space;
b in the battle, when they were overwhelmed by mountains,
ir armour hurt them, erushed in upon therr substance, now
wen gross by staming. ‘This likew.se happened to the
corrupted angels, who were overthrowu the sooner for their
ns, for unarmed they might easily us spirits have eraded by
itraction or remove. Even as spirits they are hardly
ritual ; for contraction and remove are images of matter;
b if they could have escaped without their armour, they
3ht have escaped from it, and left only the empty cover to * -
battered. Utriel, when he rides on a sun-beam, is material;
an is material when he is afraid of the prowess of Adam.
Che confusion of spirit and matter which pervades the
ole narration of the war of heaven fills it with incon-
ity : and the book, in which it is related, is, I believe, the
ourite of children, and gradually neglected as knowledge
nereased. &
ifter the operation of immaterial agents, which cannot be -
lained, may De considered that of allegorical persons, .
‘ch have no real existence. To exalt causes into agents,
uvest ahstract ideas with form, and animate them with
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actisity, has nlswags been the 1ight of postry, Tint such airy
Ueings are, for the most part, suffered only to do their
natural office, and retirr. Thus Fame tells a tale, and
Victory hovers over a general, or perches on a standard ;
but Fame and Victory can do 1o more.  To gave thet any
real employment, or ascribe to them any material ageney, s
to make them allegurionl no longer, Wt to shock the mind
By aseribing effects to noneentity, In the Promcthens of
Eschylus, we see Violenee and Strength, and in the Aleestis
of Euripides, we see Death, brought upon the stage, all as 10
active persons of the drama; hut no precedents can justify
abeundity,

Milton’s allegory of Sin and Death is undunbtedly faulty,
S ir indecd the mother of Death, and may bLe allowed to be
the portress of hell, Lut when they stop the journey of
fatan, n journey described as real, and when Death offirs
him battle, the allegory 13 broken. That & and Death
should liave shewn the way to hell, nught have been allowed ;
but they cannot factlitate the pascage by bwilding & brulge,
Twcause the diffieulty of Satan's passage 1x described as real 20
and senzible, and the hndge oughit to be only figurative. The
lie}! asaaned to the rebellinus spinits 15 deweribed as not less
local than the residence of man. It 13 placed in rome distant
part of epace, separated from the regnns of harmony and
arder by a claotick wiste and an unaceupied vacwts
Bbut Sin and Death worked up a mole of amyravated s,
comented with arphalive, a work ton bulky for el
architeets,

This utskilind allegory appears to me ane of the greatest
faults of the poem . and t0 this thure was no temptation, bue 30
the anthor's epiman of its beaaty

To the condiet of the narmtive some objections may be
made,  Satan 1. with great expectation bLrought before
Gabriel m Paradise, and 1+ suffered to 2o away unmoleted.
‘The creation of man it represented as the conwquence of the
vacuity left in heaven by the expulston of the reluls, yet
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Satan mentions it a8 a veporb rife tn 1{6(1?103?, before his de- -
parture. .

To find sentiments for the qm‘ce of innocence, was very
difficult ; and something of anticipation perhaps is now and
then discovered Adam’s discourse of dreams scems not to
be the speculation of a new-created being. I know not
whether his answer to the angel's reproof for curiosity decs
not want something of propriety : it is tho speech of & man.
nequainted with many other men.  Some p}ulosoplucnl

} notions, especially when the plnlosophy is false, might have
been hetter omitted. Thé angel, in a comparison, speaks of
tmorous decr, before deer were )et timorous, and befor
Adam conld understand the comparison, -

Dryden remarks, that Miiten has some flats mnong, hw
clevations. This is only to say, that all the parts are not
cqual. In every work, one part must be for the sake of
others; a palace must have passages; a poem mmst have
transitions. Tt is no more to be required that wit should
always be blazing, than that the sun should always stand ab

0 noon. JIn a great work there is a vicissitude of luminous
and opague parts, as there is in the world a suceession of -
day and night. Milton, when he has expatiated in the.”
sky, may be allowed sometimes {o revisit carth ; for what
other author ever soared so high, or sustained lus flight so.
Jong?

Milton, heing well versed in the Ttalian poets, appears to -
have borrowed often from them ; and, as every man catches
something from his companions, his desire of imitating
Arioste’s levity has disgraced his work with the Paradise of -

3 Fools ; a fiction not in itself ill-imagined, hut too ludicrous ™
for its place.

His play on words, in which he delights too often ; his”
equivocations, which Bentley endeavours to defend by the
example of the ancients ; his unneeessary and ungraceful use
of terms of art ; it is not, necessary to mention, hecause thev S
are easily remarked, and generally censured, and at last bear -
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a0 little proportion to the whale, that they scarcely deserve
the attention of a critick.

Such are the faults of that wonderful performance Pamdies
Lost, which De who cin put m halancs with ita beautrea
must be considered not ay mive but as dull, as les to o
censured for want of eandour, than pitied for want of
rensibility.

Of Faradwse Regained, the general judgement reems now
to Le vight, that it 13 in many parts clegant, and everywhere
instructive. It was not to be suppomed that the writer of 10
Taradise Lost 'conld ever wnte without great effusions of
farcy, and exalted precepts of wisdom. The lasis of Para-
<ise Regained s narrow ; a dialogue without action ean never
please hike an union of the narsative and dramatick powers,
Had this poem been wrtten not by Milton, but by some
imitator, 1t would have clumed and recerved universal prame.

If Paradisz Regamned has been too much depreciated,
Sampson Agontstes has 1n requital been too much adnred.
It could only be by long prejudice, and the Ligatry of learn-
ing, that Milton enuld prefer the anctent tragedies, with 20
thewr encombrance of a chorus, to the exitutions of the
French and Lnghsh stages 5 and 1t 18 only by a blind con-
fidence an the reputation of Milton, that a drama can be
praised in which the mtermedinte parta have neither cause
nor consequence, neither liasten nor rutard the eatastrophe.

In this tragedy are however many particalar Leauties,
many just sentiments and strskmg hnes, but it wants that
power of attracting the attention whith a well-connected
plan produces.

Milten would not have excelled in dramatick wnting ; he 30
knew human nature only n the gross, and had never etudied
the shades of character, nor the comlimations of eoncurring,
or the perplexity of contending passiona. e had read tanch,
and knew what booka could teach , but had mingled little
the world, and was defictent in the knowled.se which expert-
enee wust confer
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Through all his gre'xter works there prevails an umfoxm
peculiarity of Diction, o mode and cast of expression which

. bears little resemblance to that of any former writer, and
which is so far removed from common use, that an unlearned
reader, when he first opens his book, ﬁnds himself surprised
by a new languuge.

This novelty has been, by those who can find nothing
wrong in Milton, imputed to his Jaborious endeavours after
words suitable to the grandeur of his ideas. Our language,

10 says Addison, sunk under Aim. But the truth is, that, both
in prose and verse, he had formed his style by a perverse and
pedantick principle. He was desirous t6 use English words
with a foreign idiom. This in all his prose is discovered and
condemned ; for there judgement operates freely, neither
softened by the beauty, nor awed by the dignity of his’
thoughts ; but such is the power of his poetry, that his call
is obeyed without resistance, the reader feels himself in cap-
tivity to a higher and a nobler mind, and eriticism sinks in
admiration.

20  Milton's style was not modified by his subject: what is
shewn with greater extent in Paradise Lost, may be found in
Comus. One source of his peculiarity was his familiarity -
with the Tuscan poets: the disposition of his words is, I
think, frequently Italian ; perhaps sometimes combined with
other tongues. Of him, at last, may be said what Jonson
says of Spenser, that Ae wrote no language, but has formed
what Butler ealls a Babylonish Dialect, in itself harsh and
barbarous, but made by esalted genius, and extensive learn-
ing, the vehicle of so much instruction and so much pleasure,

30 that, like other lovers, we find grace in its deformity.

Whatever be the faults of his diction, he cannot want the

. praise of copiousness and variety : he was master of his i
language in its full extent ; and has selected the melodions -
words with such diligence, that from his book alone the Art - -
of English Poetry might be learned. .

After his diction, something must be said of his wrvfica- .

.



LIFE OF MILTON. 73

tion.  The measure, he says, 1s the Engluh heroick verse without
rhyme. Of this mode he liad many examples among the
Italiany, and some in hus own country.  The Eard of Surrey
i1 waid to have trandated one of Virgtls Looka without
rhyme ; and, beaides our tragedies, a few alort poems lad
apperred in blink verse ; particulatly one teuding to recon.
ale the nation to Raleigh’s wild attempt upen Guiina, and
probably written by Raleigh Limself.  These petty perform-
ances eannot be supposed to have much influenced Milton,
wlho more probably took Ius hint from Trisino's Itala 10
Litwrata ; and, finding blank verse easier than rhyme, was
desirous of persuading himself that 1t is better,

Lfyme, hie rays, and says truly, 12 no necessary adjunct of
true poctry  But perhape, of poetry as a mental operation,
nuetre or musick is no necessary adjunct, it is howevir by
the musick of metre that poetry has been discrimated m all
languages ; and in languages mddodiously constructed with a
due proportion of long and short syllables, metre 12 sufficient.

lut one linguage cannot communicate its rules to another:
where metre 13 scanty and imperfect, some help is necesaary. 20
The mnsich of the Enghsh hervick le strikes the ear »o
famtly that it 1¢ easily lost, unless all the syllables of every
line co-operate together. thix co-operation can be only
ohtamed 1y the preservation of every verwe unmugled with
another, a4 a distinet sy stem of sounds ; and this distinetness

is obtamned and preserved by the artifice of rhyme  The
varfety of panws, so much buasted by the Jovers of blak
seree, clianges the measures of an English poet to the pertods

of a declaumer , and there are unly & few shalful and Tappy
readers of Midton, who emable their audience to percene 30
where the lines end or bemn Bland verse, sard an wigentons
critick, scems to be verae only to the eye

Toctry may subsint without rhyme, but Tngluh poetry
swill not often please , nor din rlivme ever be mafely spared
Hut where the subject 1 able to support atself  Blank vere
mkes some approach to that which to clled the lapidry
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owards the end of Elizabeth’s reign (1601) for obstinate non-
ttendance at their parish-churches. He was the poe’t's gl'ancl,-’~
ather, one of his sons, John Milton, being the poet’s father
Afiltow’s Poetical Works, i. p. 296).. - . .

1. 13. disinherited, on account, it is said, of his turning’
>rotestant.

1. 16. scrivener, literally a copyist, notary ; from O. F. escry-
‘ain, Lat. seriba, o seribe.  ““ The business of a scrivener in Old
London was an important, and sometimes a luncrative, one. It
.onsisted in the drawing up of wills, marriage scttlements, and
sther deeds, the lending out of money for clients, and much else
pow done partly by attorneys and partly by law-stationers”
Masson, P. 1. 1. 297). -

1. 18. profession, sc. of scrivener,

1L 19, 20. had ... more ... Yiterature, was a man of more than
ordinary acquaintance with literature. To ‘have’ in this sense
was & common idiom in former days with such words as ‘learn-
ing,” ‘literature,” ‘scholarship,’ ete. T

1. 21. one of ... poems, that entitled *“ Ad.Patrem,” an hexe-
meter poem of a hundred and twenty lines swritten swhen Milton
was staying with his father at Horton in Buckinghamshire.in
1632 or 1633.

1. 22, of the name ... family, according to one tradition her:
maiden name was Sarah Bradshaw ; according to another, Sarah
Caston; but recent researches have proved that her mother
was wife of a Paul Jeffrey or Jeffreys, of an Essex family,
and unless this lady was married more than once the maiden
name of Milton’s mother must have been Jeffrey or Jeffreys;
“‘and it was probably,” says Bradshaw, Milton’s Poetical Works,
Aldine ed., p. xviii,, *“ her mother whom Aubrey discovered to
be a Bradshaw.”

1. 24, as the law taught him, here, as frequently in the Life,
Johnson’s Tory principles show themselves.

1. 25. the King’s party, the royalist cause. TFor this adherence,
and for having served as one of the King’s Commissioners for
sequestrating the estates of the Parliamentarians, he had, in
1616, to make submission to Parliament by taking the Covenant,
and to sue ont pardon by paying a fine on his property. After
the Restoration he continned to practice as a barrister, and he-
came a Bencher of the Inner Temple and Deputy Recorder of
Ipswich. In 1686 he was sworn one of the Barons of the
Exchequer, his character and the fact of his having become a
Catholic recommending him to James. At the Revolution he
retired into private life, and died at Ipswich in 1692, in his
seventy-seventh year, ’
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L 2. $n qutet, free from persecution

P.2,1. 1 chamber practice, euch as comveyancmy, giving a
legal apinion upon matters in dispute, withowt the neccenty of
appearing ns counsel in Court

14 any set of dering his
Imm‘:ka 1 complianes with the religions views of James the
Second.

. G, 7. whom he married  Phillps, this was in 1624 ; iluanl
Philips, or Phatlips, was seeand clerh in the Government oftice
called the Crown Office 1 Cliancery,

M. 10, 11 at the Spreaa Eagle, “In those days, housen in

cities were not numbered as now , and_persons in buriness, ta
et . - T
. P P

1. 1. Bread Street, running south from Cheapsde, then as
now one af the main thoroughiarca of the City betneen Ludgate
Nl and Corntall ~ The street of Milton’s doy was datroyed in
the Great Fire, 1666,

1. 16. Themas Young, “‘afterwards a Puritan mimster  and
well known in lus later lifc s a promiuent divine of the Puntan
party” (Maseon, Life, i 41}

1. 20 £t Panl's Bchoal, foundal hy Drean Colet, the friend of
Frasmus, in 1512,

1 21 @, Alexander, M A, of Corpns Christi College, Oxford,
appointed in 1608

1, ©2, entered a stzar, thia js not correct  Millon entered asa
«]easer pensioner™ (* pensionarius muncr,” in the lt of entrice

iven hy Masson, L [ 75, 6), the three clases of stodents

leing then, as he points out, * greater pensianer,’ correaponding
with the ‘fellow commoner ' of modern timis, *leeaer penmoner,”
and *mzar' A sizar at Camlridge, comexponding with
srotor at Oxford, 18 a student who payn lower fees (l’u.:n n

. - .
his sociud position was much lower than that of & penwoner  To
“enter” & mmr, penvioner, fellow commoncr (not *enter a1’ &
sirar, (e ), was and stil) in the technical phraseology nt the
Univermties

1,23 the learned Politlan, an Italiwn poet and drimatist (1454
1491} famous for hus Latin as well as his {taliin poems. The
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former, for which he appears to have, had an exaggerated admir-, ©
ation, Johnson in his earlier dnys proposed’ to”edit with notes .- ."

containing a history of medern Latin verse.

1L 27, §. seems to commend ... posterity, seems to show that fe'”
wished to draw the favourable notice of posterity to the early - = ;

age at which ho became highly skilled in Latin composition. -

1. 20, 30. his vernal fertility, his youthful proficiency and:’ A

veadiness in versifying.

1. 30. Cowley, 1608-1667, ono of the so-callec “mctnphysi(':\i

poets,” for whom Johnson, like Dryden in his catlier days, had
an admiration which later times have not endorsed. |

1. 34 o date...sixteen, 1.c. till he had completed sixteen years.
S0, as Masson points out, when he says * anno atatis 17,” which

should mean ‘in his seventeenth year,” i.e. 16 years old, Milton .

means that he was 17 years old, or, as we should say, ¢in his
cighteenth year.’ : .

merits.

1. 6. Polybius, the celebrated Greok historian, born about ®.c. *

204, .

1. 8. the revival of letters, & phrase in common use for the i
revival of learned studies, ubout a.p. 1450, after their cclipse.

during the “Dark Ages”; aleo sometimes called the *“Renais-
sance.” ’

1, 10. Baddon, Walter (1516-1572), whose Latinity has heen

extolled by mnany eritics, though Hallam, n trustworthy judge, |

has not much to say in his favour. Iis Orations were published
in 1567: Ascham (1515-1568), author of the Schoolmaster and
Toxzophilus, “‘whose knowledge of ancient languages was not
shown in profuse quotation, or enveloped in Latin phrase, but
served to enrich his mind with valuable sense, and taught him to
transfer the firmness and precision of ancient writers to our own
English .. " (Hallam, Literary History, i. 348). -
L 12 we, t.c. Englishmen,

1. 14, Alahaster's Roxama, a tragedy largely imitated from the .

Dalida of Groto, an Italian dramabist of the ‘sixteenth century ;
published in 1632, though written some forty yenrs earlier.

1 15, exercises, ‘‘the periodical Latin debates and declama- - .
tions, in College or in the Public Schools of the University, which. | -

. formed 0 conspicuous a part of the old system of Cambridge
_ training " (Masson, P. W, i, p. 5). The exercises here referred

to were seven in number, “ filling in all ahout sixty dense octavo

pages,” and published in a volume entitled Awtoris jam ofim in
Collegio adolesecntis Prolusiones quadam Oratorice.
of them are given in Masson's Life, i 206-31.

P, 3, 1. 5. nice discernment, accurate discrimination as to their

e e A

Trauslations
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L 17 with no great fordaess, Alilton's anpopulsrits, such v st

wax, prems to bave Leen areng the rougher mon of bis gollegs, by
nlmm 2238 Masson, **he was Dicknarwed * The Laly en ot
ek

-
(Masson, I IF. 1. 238),

120 fellowskip, & **fcllow™ of a college is ane who asa reward
for the high degres be a taken recesnes an anntal fncome frm

[ . -
while the Crown wmetimes interfcred, aa it did in the caze of
Milton's friend, Faward King, 1n behalf of thore recommended to
it Ly eonsiderations of Lurth or political connectinn.

1. 23 fn either university, re ()xflml or Cam\mn];:e‘ In
D S el

. R

: L . . wig
[P . . the

oW e e e .. o

123 tn the vialence  bostitity, when, in Iater years, he was
engiged in bitter polemical controverniea
11 25, 6 oblected to him, cast tn kuv teeth
1 29 Diodatl, Charles Iholaty, of Italian extrartion, whose
family bad settled 1 Englaod, a schoclfellow of Milton's at St
JPauls and the d'-ml friend Ihmu;:h lm (unlb and c;rl) ran-

. . FEEY
. - . - o - LI
. -
s PR . PR
. LR} v . -
PR s f . . - -
e e L .o .-

arranze mtnl wis made which pvrm\llrd him to mum W time tn
save that term, and to excl anze the tatenlup of Chapll for
that of Tovey * (Mareon, Life, 1 121)

P. 4 Il 2, with roXindmess institotion with ne feelinge
of affection towands it as a Untversty

' PN
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merchant, 38 :
formed & friendship an
Tract on Educatton. pe oulil do Wiy w
_amraar, e Gped heging «0f

1 9. thelr entrance upon &%
instruction in Jonguages: .
i o for 1aking;

* . 1. 10. proceed, & ;
the degree of Master from the
date of matriculation:

Hirelings are
. sake of o livelihood,
Creep, and jntrude

Of other cate they nin
Than oW to geramble ab the shea.rers’j
And shove 8%3Y the wort

ted ... U85 je. by the 8
conveyances of lands to rel

1. 15, 6. & competency of learning, the acquisition of Yearnin,
;ufficient for their station in ife.
1. 18. tithes, the tenth of the produce a8 offered to the dergy-*
AN
1. 20, L entering --. Church, & common, though snaccurate, .

term for being ordained & minister.

1. 22. gubscribe slave, write himself d
nances and doctrines of the Church.
from The Reason of Church Governmen

1. 24. retch, bring UP
from A.S. hréke, & CO
¢ speaking, i.e

again, vomit @p3
o ?

vomib,
1. 23, 6. the office ©
Church.
1. 27. forswearing. perjury s for- in composition repres ¢
Tatin per= through, throughly, and adds an intensive *
as in the Latin perjurare gwear onb and oub, and

:, swear folsely.

~



NOTES,
11, 25, & wubseription of ths Articles, the formahity of aix
EENTARON PR AR Dot Sl Jr i MY S DN Rt ik gt

1. 50, canonteal obedtence, sbediencs to the canens ot rul
the Church s rrgards disciphine, cte.

1 3L to thwart hsx opinlons, to ctme, yun cunnter o,
ognnians held by hum,

1L 33, 2 bat tye thoughta  indizpation, the xlen of restric

. ;,s\..mu- 1y canonteal or el ordinance was utterly repugnar

hin,

3L 3%, ¢ motyer resalation, which perhaps bl not yet ¢
#0 fat as Lo detcrmine him to deeline, ete. Thin letter, of w)
thire are two dralts o the Tabeary of Tnm}y Callege, (

I1. 35,6, bis wuspended  Iife, b1 suepenuion and putiing o
some futnre time of the sertons sty wiuel shonld 6t hun
ordination
. Pos i L curoeity, cager prying mto all kinds of kuowles

i, 2 fantastick  Smowledge, fanaifol indulgence of
thirst for knowledge 10 A vanety of aubjects, an opponed
enncentration of sach knowledge as prrtanul to his homed
urposo of entering the Charch,~a prrpose which us fnond »
supposied fum ta have in vins

L 2 eool, calm, not angry

11 6,7, pot taxing &, consifering the queshian of v
the Charch earlicr or Jater s onc of liaa importsie than thy
nnking himself really fit for the profesmon

18 Morton, uer Colnbrook, m Bu hinihsrushire

WL, 2 With what  us® When Miltan s ths thus,
can may what nraters were pdudid sn s w3 Al tu
Bt TRIGOVE

Gredow U1 b
. . U TR I Pt
. vt Crod ot

-
It 14, 5. the masque of Comus prownced ¢ Prouht out
the stace, at Ludlow Castle [t Tor o oe Falar Bl
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. water, John Egerton, born about 1579, son of the famous Lovd
*- - “"Chancellor Ellesmore : masque, **ib is usual to write maskin.the

sense of visor, and masque in the sensc of masquerade: ’t}u:g‘g
is no reason for this distinetion .., No doubt it is, and long hus

- been, generally supposed that the entertainment takes its name

fram the visor, according to the Trench usage; but it is remark-

" -uble that the sense of entertainment is the true one, the use of

the visor at such entertainments” heing {from .an etymological
point of view) an accident. The seuse of cntertainthent is>tho

- usual one in old authors...” {Skeat, Ety. Dict.) ;- who goes on to
" show that the origin is the I\ masque, a visor, masquerade, a

mask or mummery, » forin borrowed from Span. mascarade, s

" masquerade, from mascara, & masker, masquerader, which again
is from Arab..maskkarat, a buffoon, a fool; jester, ete. 7, -
1. 18. Homer's Circe, a mythical sorceress, daughter of Feliné
{the Sun), who lived in the island of Acaed, and with whow
Odysseus 15 represented in Homer’s Odyssey as having stayed o

" year, after she bad changed several of his companions' intc

swine. . S L. -
-1 21, 2. a guo ... aguis, from whom, as from an ever-flowing
sonrce, the lips of buards are moistened with fhe waters of ihe
. Muses’ stream ;- from Ovid, dmor: iii, 8.25. - . .. ¢
1. 26. much a favourite; we shounld now say ‘much of a favonr

U..ite’ or ‘a great favourite.” |

1. 27, the wits, men of intellect and learning. =~ - -
1. 29, 30. according ... postry, which allowed of a variety o
length such as is found in Lycidas ; see Introduction, .

1. 31. some Umes, the famous vision of St, Peter, '.11.'113-]~3]‘
in which Milton foretold the downfull of the corrupted Englis

T clergy.

1. 33. his Arcades, probahly written in 1634. To expluin. ‘the
nature of the poem, Milton added to its title the words ¢ Part of

- an Entertainment [i.c. Masque] presented to the Countess

Dowager of Derby at Harefield by some noble persous of hes

" TFamily.”

P. 6, 1. 4. the Inns of Court, of these the chief were the

* "Inner and Middle Temple, Lincoln's Inn, and Gray's Inn, neht

S which Milton resided.

-

- . letter will be Jound at length prefixed to Comus. The words

1. 5. the death of his mother, at Horton, April 3, 1637. S

~ long as she was alive Milton’s love for her made him reluctant te
leave England. :

1. 7. precept of prudence. wise maxim. * Wotton (1568‘]639'),

"o cascholar, diplomatist, and {)oet. died Provost of Eton, His life

" was wrilten by Jzaak WaltonV (Matthew Arnold).. . Wotton’s
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qoted by him, which [« 5k of as basing found s * Delphian -
oraed ,” were part of (he Bdsicn gpiven Bt by one ATberto Sotpd
fu, “an ofd Bosman enartier” wath schom hie Tvlged at Siens
10 Parts, whers hie frema to have artived late in Apnl or

£atly w May, 1635,

L. 1L, Lors Brudamore, Joln, Viterant Sho, then sndasader
of Ring € ulem

1 12 Grottus, *Hreae Grots (5RT 161%), & sholar) theoln.
wian, and dplonatet s one of e most woltelratad Men s hom
Heltsnd has peontucmd” (Mattbew Amolf)  Grotine wanat thiv
ttme math accopid with & nfvtne for the union of 811 the
Pratestant Charches, and theouzh Loind Bodimers §n communi
catpm with Laud on the sulpect Fur this umnng o er reasny.
L would be LikAly ta welenme o s1sit from Miltn,

Ieadirs in the otned Aculemice ar Lyterary Clabs i Florence,
are purtioulady ramed Iy lim 83 {nonds whew ments, aml
enurtestes to batnas 1, e could nevey formt. These were Jacogo
Tiuld, Carle Dats, Putro Uresidaltds, Apostme Coltelhing,
1 neds 110 Lnommatte 1, Valerin Chitnu ptdly, and Antonto Fran
ani” (Masson, £ € pp 9, 18)

1 22 propessity of natare, natund indimation, tendrency

£.27 as they o v tiaat they shonld pot fet st die  From Th
Lo of Church Gorrmrrent, ot

120, xet itz valus high, ohna levrd that pran from him was
ramething of great sslue

L1 the waste of ttme, thy ravigis of time certatn, anfatling

L 3t wamted, tuked, fald to obtan

125 fascription, dedieation a8 “inseribed p o4 1 G in
we  sygle, By a cgedary stsle dobnan means the stgle
nraally adoptad in monumental inscriptions Efsenhere he
1a3t, tthe witer of An epitaph must eot be coraderad as saying
sothing but wiat is tete  Allowbnir must be made for some
de,ren of exazierated peane  In lap any mecnptioss a man ts

Lt npog eath Y (Firth)

Pyt oar we  topleXs trear of common aulyecta in ton
elalerate and tong wisded 8 rtyle
L2 Stennz between thirts and forty mala due moath of
Floernor , 11 en the uenl route frotn Flurnee to Tome.
15 Tolatentos, or Lucns Molsten a b amed Grerman settisd in /
i
:

- i
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Rome as secrotary to Cardinal Barberini, and one of the libmriux}sa-_'

_ of the Vatican. -

1. 7. Cardinal Barberini, Cardinal Francesco -Barberini, 'i)-r-hﬁé‘f

" minister of Rome, and chief conncillor of bis uncle Pope TUrban, ..

a great patron of liternry men ; at his palace Milton first heard:

_ the famous singer Leonora Baroni, by some supposed to be‘th'c-‘

subject of his Italian Sonnets. . .. ; S

1. 9. Salsiiii, Giovanni Salsilli, a ¢ Roman Poet,” as’ Milton
calls him, to whom is addressed one of ‘the poems nmong the ;
Sylew.  Of Selvaggl, nothing has been 'discovered : distich, -

", couplet: tetrastick, quatrain, or stanza of four “verses. = This:

distich of Selvaggi, Salsilli’s tetvastick, and Manso's lines men--
tioned below, arve prefixed to Milton’s Latin poems. . o
1. 11. commerce, intercourse. . ' -

1L, 12, 3. though not ... grammarian, 'Lhong]ijnot without fanits ":

- of idiom that a severe critic might point out,-

1. 18. non tam de se, quam supra se; not so much about himself .
as above himself, 7.¢. exaggerated encomiums. o]

11. 21, 2. count pictures, glance at as ‘many as he could in &
* E .) 3

- hurried walk round the galleries.

1. 22. contempiation, careful observation and study,

"o 1L 24, 5. Naples, probably in November, 1638: a hérmit, “a
" certain Eremite Friar,” as Milton calls him, whose name has not -
been discovered. - o

1. 26. Mauso, Giovauni Rattiste Manso, then neﬁﬂy cighty |
years of age, to whom Milton addresses another of his Latin ©

"~ hexameter poems. DManso was himself an author of poems and

of philosophical dialogues; but is better known as a liberal -
patron of Art and Literature, and as the bosom friend of Tasso
and Marini. ' ,'
1. 29. sorry, poor, indifferent. This distich as translated by .
Masson runs as follows: “Mind, form, grace, and morals are

© rperfect 3 if but thy creed were, Then not Anglic alone, truly

" ag Johnson goes on to say, “mneither obtruding nor shunning

Angelic thow'dst be.”
1. 33. differences, points in dispute. -
P. 8, 1. 2, 3. plots ... Jesuits, there were English Jesuits,

- resident at Rome, of whom Milton says he was warned that they -

were_on the watch to entrap him into some danger from the-

- Papal police.

L 5. xept on his way, pursued his usual conrse of life, i.¢., =

controversy.” -
_ L 7. Galleo, born at Pisa in 1563, a poet, a scholar, and a .

.musicinn, as well as & mathematician of the highest fame ; first "
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condemued for heresy by the lm‘nhitihn in 1616 and & reeond
time In 1632: “a prisonce to the Inquisition for tlunking in
Astrenomy otherwine than the I'rancican and Doaunscan
heenrs thought,” Arapantica, p (0, Atler's Ropnnte; st
he time of Mitan's visit to [Torence he was hring ot his Vil
AArcetrf, n Little way out of that city, and atil), though formally
hberatad, nnder sertain restrictions fmprad by the Inqubation
U 16 Lueea, In Turcany, about forty mulcs due west of
Florence.  Masson supposes Milton to have yisited this place in
order that he ¢ nught ace the town whence Dindaty dertied his
Linenge ™ (Life, 1 631)

1 15 sent away, v¢ to Englind. Many of these lonks,
according to Plullips, were * music books of the Lest masters
flouriahing about that time in Italy.”

1 17, § which he provably arthodoxy, (eneva leing the
Lerdquarters of the Calvinustic schiool of theolnzy s aid with
somethmg of a sneer

1 26, Epitaphium Damonts, ece pote p 3, L 28 It [s not
certain that he did not hrar of lus {nend’s death when staying at
Geneva with John Diodaty, the unele

1 32, the world, se of fashion, the progress of whirk in London
han for generations heen from the east to the weat, m that
streets fashionable even in Johneon's thne are row gian up to
mercantife parposes,

P. o 1.4, vapours away kia patristism, allawa his patriotion to
evaporate in nothing more adyenturous than keepinz a achnol,
‘This 13 an unworthy xarcasm  Milton when abroad had boen mis
led a3 ta the actual atate of affairs 1n England, and on his retum
found no acope for an active wterfarence w pelitical matters.

L7 toa schoolmaster, to the porition of a achoolmaster It
sloull e rememinnd that Jobnwn hilneelf aan ot one e &
scholmaster and found it a very trying occupation

I 12, & His father was alive, he hul not yet come imto any
property from M father

11 2%, 9, the Georgick, Virgal's poem of the four Georgics, in
which agricnlture in ita various forns 1 treated of

1 31 projectors probably hiere nscd an the deprecitary sense
which attachedt to the wonl i cousequince of the wild and di
honeat projects put farwand Ly mun who tack ths ttle

11 22,3 whatwas wanticg e, what was noeesary ta rendor
Life more interesting and more useful ('m\l? 1% aupposcd by
Johnwim to have bad better menan of judang beraues be mized
mote fn focicty than did Mlton

1, 2% his tmaginary coliege, hie enflege which, like Tl
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Repitblic, Bacon’s New Atlantis, ov. More's Utopia, -was nothing
‘more than an ideal scheme.. This “refers_to Cowley’s scheme
for the establishment of what he terms 4 philosophical college,’
entitled ‘A proposition. for- the advancement of _experimental
- philosaphy * 7 ... (Firth). . R
> P. 10. 1. 7. prove.,.opinions, show by the results that the
opinions were founded on reason. -- . Ty

‘e

1. 12, at leisure, such as we pursne af leisare times,” -, . . "
112,38 ° % o fin this passage means know-
‘ledge of nrc  such rare emergence, so
seldom coming oo . finding opportunity foz

display, use.

1. 15. prudential character, character as'a man of sobrieby and
foresight. Masson, Life, iii. 252, eriticizing Johnson’s criticism,
remarks, that in reality “3MMilton included” all--that “Jobuson
wanted “to -have included, and more largely .and systematically

" thon Johnson would have dared to dreamof, and for the same

reasons. The introduction of Natural and Physical Science intc

* schools was but o portion,: though -an ‘emplintic- portion, of

Milton’s project. And, with respeet to this portion of his pro:

", ject— ... subsequent opinion has more and more pronounced, an¢

“is more and more pronouncing, for Milton and against Johnson

The fairer criticism now would be as to the mede in which Miltm

- proposed to teach Natural and Physical Science, and knowledg

generally {i.c. through the medinm of the Gréek. and Lati

languages] ... This taken out of the Schemne, all the rest-lasts

. and is as good now, and perhaps as neeidful, as it was in Milton”
time ..., P

1 21. pedantick, o ‘pedant’is pro]i)erly nothing more than
schoolmaster, from It. pedante, but the word early came to b
used for one who makes an ostontatious display of learning.

l: 22: paradoxical, givep to the utterance of paradox, tha
. which i contrary to received opinion; from Gk. wapd, beside
. and 86Za, notion, opinion

. 123, 4. to turn . life, to dircct philosophy towards an inguiry

. inta the affairs of life around us instead of the study of things j1
-~ the natural world that are beyond our ken ; or, as Secrates pu
- it, to bring down philosophy from the clouds to the carth. :

"o 130, "0t Térugray, what mischance and what gaod fortuns

] ')]mice ha;?pened in your house, H'omer, Oglg/ssey, iv. 392 ; so far a
- Jolmson’s application goes, Térvkroy is present—*¢ whateve:
happens, 7

1L 31, 2. this wonder-working academy, this school from whicl
such sreat thines wore tn ho avnontad RS
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1621, a divine of
1576-1633, who, ¢

some time ab fhe Hague, A GILCWATGS Was b PIOTCSsOr 1 L6 1 5

University of Franeker, in Friesland. R

L 11, Gray’s Tan, “Only this advantage lie had," says Phillips,
«that once m three weehs or & month e would drop nto the -
society of some youny sparks of bis nequaintance, whrreof were

© ' Mr Alphry and Mr, Miller, two gentlemen of Gray's Inm, the

beaus of those times, but nothing near so bad as those new.a~ -

days. With these gentlemen he wonld eo far miko bold with

kis body as now and then to keep & gaudy-day,” f €. o feast day,

a holiday o .
1 13 lent his breath . contention, helped hy his writings to

" emlitter the relimous and political controierses of the day.

U 16, 7 finferfor. learning, Firth points ont that 1t was
" imfertority not yn Tearning hut m eloquence that Milton referred
to, and that by ‘cloquence’ he meant the *sharp tannts,’ the
tyuips_and snappmg adages’ and the *coy flirtmg style’ in
which Hall mdu{’ged -

L 18 Hall (1574 1656), bishop of Ixefer and afterwards of
Norwich, His pamphlet, published 1 January 1640, with no
name to it, was entitled JTwmble Remonstrance to the igh Cowrt
of Paslamiznt ~ By a Dutipull-Sonne of the Church

1 21, smectympuus, the five ministers were Stl?hen Marshall,
Fdmund Calamy, Thomas Young, Matthew Newcomen, and
William Sparstow, the firat letters of whose Christian names and
_sumames make up the word

PR B FT O e e LT e #

. 91, Of Prelatical Eplscopacy, & pamphlet consisting of twenty-
Four small quarto piges, pablizhed anonymonely
1l 24, 5 may be deduced can be deduced , may orygnally
meant ‘to be able,” A S magan, and this rense 18 frequent m
Thzabethan Enghsh
+ 1 25 Apostalical Times, age of the Apostles who propagated
the Christaan religon.
11 20, 20 contemptuous mention, as shown by the words *“goes
« Armagh,” wlueh in Johnson'y opinion v ently infer that
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Milton could hardly believe the treatise to be written _\J}j‘g}
in such a pesition. ) I

11. 30, 1. the puritanical...manners, the rongh mamners affect
by the Puaritans. - - ) S
-1. 32, Prelacy, » * Prelate’ is literally nothing more than“one.;

_set above others,” from Lat. prafatus, set above, but the term was |
restricted to mean fa church dignitary,’ ¢ bishop,” and Prelacy.ds »
this system of church government by bishops. : oo

1. 83. discovers, exhibits, allows to Be.seen. .

" P. 1z, 1. 2, 3. that can enrich ... knowledge, which is able-to -
- bestow all knowledge and the powers of declsring that Imow-
ledge. - ’ ’ o . N
1l. 3-5. sends out ... pleases, by means of bis angels purifies the
_ minds of those whom lie chooses as his agents and interpreters,
“and inspires them with his will. Seraphim, a Hebrew pluraj, -
from which we get the English word seraph ; éaid to mean ‘high’ |
or ‘exalted,’ the seraphim being angels of the highest rank in the
--angelic order. . . . . L
. L 7. all seemly ... affairs, all studies and matters of a becoming -
- and noble character. e - :

1L 7-9. till which ... expectation, until he shall have completed
the course of reading which he has laid down for himsel, and .
shall have found himself incapable of the great end ke proposes to
.. -himself, Milton will continue to cherish the hope of producing
- something that may be of use and honour to his country.

‘1. 13. vomited ... university, expelled from the University as
something injurious fo its well-being, like food from which the:
stomach revolts as being injurious to bodily health, This charge.

* Milton, dpology against a Pamphlet called 4 Modest Confutation, -
- ete., describes as a ** commodious lie,” commodious as giving him

. an opporfunity of acknowledging publicly the extraordinary

o “favour and respect” which he lnd esxperienced from the.

.- authorities of his College and others during his student-life
. at Cambridge.

1L 37-20. As for the common ... with me, if my critic supposes
me likely to acknowledge that I in the least value myself upon
the approbation, or think less of myself for the disapprobation, of
- the ordinary residents {as opposed to the Fellows of his College)
of the University in its present condition, he only shows his
extreme folly ; if be think fo obtain with me, if he fancies that

he can get the better of me by bringing me to admit that snch
considerations weigh with me.

1. 20-6 of small practice ... physick, he would show himself to .
be-the merest empiric, the merest tiro in knowledge, who could--
" wot sce, by the experience of what persons she and her sister -

L‘d‘f" :




"NoTEy . 80

{Oxford) have driven ont of their fold, that she ever persistently
therishes those who aie n disgrace to her, while the s persistently
rejects those who would be an honour to her+ these she now
fhmq:,s'fnr!!\ frr;‘)n h‘(r, ehe thrasts forth not Lecause they are

1 27, in my younger judgement, even when I was less capable
of forming a eound opimon  What Shakespeare, 4. C.1 5 53,

ealls My salad days, When I was green in judgoment.

L 32, unchastity.  Milton specifically defenda
hunsclf from such a charge m s Apology aaims? @ Pamphlet
elled A" Modest Confitation, ete , published m 1642 (See Mazzon,
Life, i1, pp. 308 ef seqq ), 2nd again in his Defenno Secunda,
priblished in 1654 (sce Masson, Zufé, 1 658}

of the Church )

IL 3, 4. ome who serves court-cupboard one whe not only
helps in the scrvice of the Church, but takes part 1n ecrving
rpasts, ete, A court-cupbodrd was a sort of mosable sideloard,
without doors or drawers, on which was displayed the plate of
the honschold, flagons, cups, etc  Cp £ J i 58, * Away with
the Joint stools, remove the conrt-cuploard »

f
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ilton. conld hardly believe the treatise t6 he written hy. o
such a position. o ' R
1. 50, 1. the puritanical... manners, the rough manners affected
y the Poritans. . T o 3
1. 82. Prelacy, n ‘Prelate’ is literally upthing wore than‘one ..
ot above others,” from Lat. preadatus, seb above, but the term was 2
estricted to mean o church dignitary,’ “bishop,’ and Prelacy i

his system of church government by bishops. -
1. 83. discovers, cxhibits, allows to be scen. o

“ T 12, 1. 2, 8. that can enriclt .., kmowledge, which-is able-to”
bestow all knowledge and the powers of decloring that know-
ledge. . . . C
1. 3-5. mends out .., pleases, by means of his angels purifies’the
minds of those whom he chiooses s his'agents nnd interpreters, * .
and inspires them with his will, Serapiim, a Hebrew plaral, -
from which we get the English word seraph; said 1o mean * high'
or ¢ exalted,’ the seraphin !i)cing angels of the highest rank in the .
angelic order. . ) N LY
1. 7. all scemly ... affadrs, all studics and matters of a hecoming - -
and noblo character. L. R o
1. 7-9. t1 which ... expectation, until he shall have coniploted
the course of reading which he has laid down for himself, and - -
ghadl have found Nimself incapable of the great cnd ke proposes to
himaclf, Milton will continue to _cherisht the hope of producing.
something that may be of use and hohoar to his country. )

1. 13. vomited ... university, expelled from the University us
something injurious to its well-being, like food from which the
stomach revolts as being injurious to bodily health.  This charge
Milton, Apology against o Pamphlet called A Modest Confutation,
cte., deseribes as a * commodions lie,” commodious as giving him
an opportunity of acknowledging publicly the extraordinary -
“favour and respeet” which he had experienced from the.
authorities of his College and others during his studeut-life -
“at Cambridge. -

1. 17-20. As for the common ... with me, if my critic supposes- .

me likely to acknowledge that I in the least value myself upon .

- the approbation, or think less of myself for the disapprobation, of
-~ the ordinary residents (as opposed to the Fellows of his College) .. -

‘of the University in its present condition, he only shows his .

extreme folly 5 if he think to obtain with me, if he fancies that

" he can get the better of me by bringing me to admit that such -

considerations weigh with me, :

] 1. 206 of small practice ... physick, he would show himself 1o
. he-the merest emipivic, the merest tiro in knowledge, who could |
uot see, by the cxperience of what persons she and her sister
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kel

(Osford) have driven out of thar fold, that ehe ever persistently
thernlica those who are a disgrace to her, w hile she as prsistently
rrjects those who wonld be an honcor to her: those she now
:hmc:-llmzn frr:m her, rhe lﬁ\m:tx frrth not )'»'cmm they are

Sl I P ARG i DA Sl R SO Ot v

). 27, tn my younger judgement, esen when I wax Je<s capable
of forming a eound optnion, W hat Shahepeare, .f (% i. 5. 73,
calls ** My zalad day s, When I was green in judgement.”

achastity  Milton specifically_defends

T. 13,)1. 2,3 some chaplain in hand. some petty subordirate
nho 15 lcing traned up for the priesthood. some squire
prelate, some mcre personal aitendant upon ks bichop, whose
sluties are rather those of a lackey than of an erdawed mmster
of the Church,

1L 3, 4. ome who serves court eupboard, ore who not only
bdps in the servce of the Church, but takes part i serving
repuats, ete. A court.cupboard was a sort of mosable exdeboard,
without doors or drawers, on wlich was displayed the plate «f
the howechold, flagons, cups, etc  Cp # J 1 5 5, * Away mith

. - the oint steols, remove the court-cupd oard *

1L 4, 5. he will bestow  himeelf, he 12 deturmied to grie us
an outhne of hia nequirements aml eapocities , medel, used Loth
of the pattern of something to Le made, and ulio of the repie-
wentation tn hittle of something greater already in existence.

Tt " R WP -
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sund gound, 2 “golution also seen in the Tro)
'_sica,,'tisie. P : ;

1. 6. wherever e had them picked up heaven only koW
shere s ‘again emp\\a.siz'mg 2Jilton’s scot . . o

F . 6, T nhopping shorb .- fits, +which fail to reach the P
wlhich they aim, just 88 some pooT wreteh, mc\;c(l with ¢
vulsive s, fails to mak! s way t y int fo which 1
Leonld guide his stepss in the measure 1%
gwofold sensts ) = according ¥ tiie manner and me .
~with & sarcastic reference £0 the word, in the sense of & stately
- dance. . o A T

o 7-10. mv-;hich . .pé)sies, and in_thc"throcs of giving Tiig‘_f;h'
U to his jdeas, bis wit, mearly serishing, " PrO \lcgs,~insmad Q
shapely and We\l-\):’ﬂ:\nced periods, & mere farrag0 of such .empty

adages as 26 o be secn engm\‘ed upop Tings; the figni® is.that

* 7The thumbring of former days was & plain hrond gold ring which -
grave persons ased to wear on the thumbs Narés quotes (s
i 5 alderman's { humb_rmg,’??

, he ha :
lies in his ihumbring.” The posies ie. octical mottoes, were
.common pob only upon rings bub wpon swords, knives, chimneyss
ete. s CP: v,V L 148, 151, < o palbry’ ring That che did give -
to me, whose posy Was Tor all the world like cutler's poetry Upon #:.
a knife, ¢ Love me and leave me not.'” o -,

1. 9, 10 this section . nimself this gection of his work in 7

. 3y
. which he only anatomizes himself for our Pehalf and amuse-r Lo
ment. . T :

1 13. that pent . frown. from Paradise Lodt, il 718, 9, ,“"'éé"'
fi\‘own’d the mighty combatants, that Hell Grew darker at their .’ ‘
own.” . RN

1. 14. Reading, in Berkshire, captured by Essct, the Paﬂm ‘
mentary gencral, in 1643. R

1. 15. Wwhitsuntide, the time of Whitsunday, OF White Sunda¥, -
as it was originally written (another name for Pentecost), & word "
supposed 0 have beed derived from the white gurments ased N
. baptisms and ordinations frequent_ab that season. Tora fuller
account, s¢€ Skeat, Bty Dict. 8 - \Whitsunday- S

1.17. 2 justice of the peace,. the title given {o persons of pbéi-
- tion and credit appointed to 1mintain the peace b
in which they reside. The Powells fived
_ from the old Forest of Shotover. about fo




. - - NOTES. : tay
lmr?n nxcy.‘-i_». Wordszcnil alla "[uhn"‘ -
thirkizz.”

L“'L 10 Eave ker eo=pasy, to ke allumed 10 bave Ler 8o atay .
with them

L 25 Muckaelmag, the fexst of i Mrchael, &

1L 23,0 Lady Margares Leigh, o Loy,
of Jsmes Ley, firet. Earl of 3.3"l~4'cuv!.< e clmznul s -
hir: by Charles in 10257, Yady Marzatet mamid a Capiain
Hoireom, and both she asd ber borl Yaxd seem W lave aken tle
-Parhamentarian side,  Milton addreses his tenth Scpoet to e

thn buiy. .

T LT mdrms Lx?e"', r»ckx'bd £9 2nvwer. -
1. 35 5. ST N ¢ i order that the excmse

£ bt et Le sde ﬁ:av oo Ioterre 1od roear resebed ter. R
P.ong, L 2. Cavztiers, ard theredore Lustile 10 a msn of Milwen's -

prisciples. 4
1 5. repadiate, pat away 25 wils .

1L %, 0, The Dortrine . Divorss, the £ox2 edition of the formoer
of t?vwe two tracts wae published Auz 151, 1043 not, as Jelnwon
¥, an 1644, the 2od tdm'm 1z Febr. 16434 and the ponnd
trwt in .x_,y 16344, Pegurding the fomer tn.rt Manent

1w .t";.at.':r::n. Gresk for of the four sy’ s title

o1t cwn by Miltem for the thard of Lis fnur tePsties on Drvores.,
* Bt eppated in Sarsh 1645, 20 1 i 530 title was = Expentinny
L the 031 clief phien 2 Servjaane whick that of Mammiege

- or nulleise in Marns,e T, 15 refetred o iz Dembels Ii Al

. L 12 immayatizn, s of patiiny away a wife witkoot the
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.+ 1.-19. Icon Basilike, i.c. Royal Image, og;‘fPort_rzii(uro;og list..
Sacred Majesty in his Solitudes nnd Sufferings,” o work written.'
by Dr. Gauden, afterwards Bishop of E}'eter, but, universally...
- attributed to Charles himsgelf. .- = -, . - T, R
1. 20. Latin Secretary, in March, 1649, in}mgzdintely':\_fter:qxe. y
. constitution of the-first Conncil of State, with Bradshaw for its. "7
.- President, the Secretaryship for Foreign: Toygug:s, or Lntvu.l: -
. Secretaryship, a specinal and independent office, instituted by the’.
" Council itself, chiely in view of expected corréspondence hetween =
the Commonwealth ind Foreign: Powers, Was offered to and:
““accepted by Milton, e . . R
1. 21. to censure, to critize;and éxpose. R
- 1.92. Stdney’s Arcadia, u famons romance published by Sidney . -
in 1590. ° The prayer is that made by the afilicted Pameln in'the ™
- third book, near the beginning. “**In explanation, however,”
says Masson {Life, iv. 138, 9), it onght to be.added that the.
~ Prayer in question-is nob one 6f those that océur in the Hikew .
Basilike proper, ... but is one of a few that were appended to some
.vof the earlier and more cxpensive editions of the hook™... ' .

1. 23. Iconoclastes, i.e. Iinage Breaker, an answer to the Eilon
; Basilile, published in October 1649. “In one thing,” says -
" Milton in his Preface, “Y much commend his openness who gavé .
the title to his book, Eikon Basilike, that is to say The King's
Imuge, and by the shrine he dresses aut for him eertainly would - |
have the people come and worship him. For which reason this
- answer also is entitled Fikonollastes, the famous surname bf .
many Greek emperors whe, in their zeal to the command of God, *
- after long tradition of idolatry in the Church, took courage and

broke all superstitions Images to pidces.” )
L 24. indecent, sc. in its violence and harshness. R
1. 28. pop, indicating haste nnd perhaps secrecy. ’ Coe
1 29. relique, or ‘relic,’ a memorial, especially the memorial
- of o saint. e
1. 30. exercises, prayers and meditations; the word in this :-
- sense of devotional occupation, performance of religions duties, .
was very common in Elizabethan English. S T

L 32. Dr. Juxon, ex-bishop of London, who attended the K'itvlg. -
. in his last days and at his execution. e :

- 1L 33, 4 were at least ... prayer, if they really found this -
-prayer among the king's papers, they at least are answerable for .
having made it known to the world. -y

L 36. The use ... innocent, if the king wns guilty of nd&pting - )

ghi_s prayer from Sidoey’s Arcadia, there was nothing heinous in," *
oing so. T




NOTES Toer

T 1 M 1D maih g Mesa pepegton aemen Y -

L 4. belng now shettered, having found shelter and protection
from his enemien.

L5 Clande tle Sau a torn in
1720 4 thia fima vagilms nt Fprdon Tn TETand ond ot d

L 8. Jacobuses,a gold coin worth 235 aterlingcoined in the  reiyn
of James the ant, Jacubus bemng Latin for James; Milton in tus
Tpigram In Salmana Hundredam makes mcrry over this brrbe.

iL 9, 10 sagacity ecriticlom, £Lill and clear-sightednesa in
emending hy conjectura passages in the classical writers which
}iad been catcleasly copied from the original siss

1. 15, expedition, celerity

1. 16. Defensio Regls, the exact title of this book was Defensto

Rema pro Carolo L. It Fpeareni m Holland 1n 1649, and con-
tained a Intter attack on the Enghsh Commonwealth,

117 a sufficient answer, Milton's answez, entitled Drfensia
gra Popilo dnalwcane contra Clawdn_Salmam Defowsonem
Ltugiam, wos pablished in the end of 1650, oF the begnm £
SRR QRTPRRE 35

1L 1520 tnat Robbes worst, Johnson, to Whom of course

lton’s reasoning was \\nI\'\htaMc‘ 13 glad to be able to cite the
RO £ m oh Tngorkor e Walhog  Fhe worle are

1 22" telztng s romewhat of o stronger sense than the
modem word now spelt ‘ teazing
Ealmacts, s very clesr fountain 1 Caria, fibled to render
o e i dram of 1 s08 O¥id, Afet. e
«




rement.

1op of Derry and afterwards Arc!
let was, however, by one Row
: living at Rotterdam. = . .
ipected, i.e. the real authorship

this pamphlet, of which the full ¢
ad Colum adrersus Parricidas Ang
3lood to Heaven against the Englis
anonymously at the Hague in I¢
jo pungent, and contained such
1l character, that he could not let
eferred” (P. V. 1. 39). .

a “prebend,’ from Lat. prebenda,
erson_from a public source, is a
ance by a member of a cathedral
one who holds office among the ¢

are of its publication, being entrus
ing it out. i
unda, published in 1654. ¢ While
ter in this Reply, Milton made i
English Nation; and hence it is
ngli pro populo Anglicano Defensio «
f John Alilton, Euglishman, for the
torically and autobiographically, it
1g of Milton’s pamphlets. It cont
: memorable panegyric on Cromwe
, Bradshaw, Fleetwood, Lambert,
ers.  Milton assumes throughout t
k to which he was replying was a
or Morus, a Frenchman of Scottish
olland ; and the license he gives himse
this Morus is something frightful” |

shrink ... tempest, conld no longer em
ve poured upon him.

pride, which made him ashamed to o
g as to the authorship of the pamphle
itement made in his Dépepya, Poematu;
n 1670 ; but Morus, though dreadfully

’



further = - .

L 31, @eserimur. . galntaris, ece Johnson's translation on the
nest page.

Toofnote. It Tmay be doubted .. gloriosus, the wonl, thouzh
u<cd in a goodd sense of things, actions, ete., is not, At all events
in Latin of the Augustan ape, applied i such a sense to men.

P. 22, L 17. the perpetual dictatorskip, alter havinzy been
appointed dictator at varions tunea and for Tanons periods from
ane to ten years, he was, p.c. 43, invested with the title of
irnperator for ife.

1&. 17, §. the coalitlon  society, that combivation whith

»
5
3
2
3

o " nihe paesare
' <ietas 1 the

1L 18, 9. agreeabls to, 1 harmony, accordance with,

L 91 atchtered, an older speaking of achieed, the ¢ hasing no
proper place it the word, which is from the O F acherer,
achiryer, to accomplish, formed from the phrase remir a chef; to
come to the end, to attain one's ohject, Lat ad eoput renire.

L 6. wanted defence, needed defendmg

. 27, found leisure himself, 11 a pamphlet entutled Jowums
Niltoni Angle pro xe Defensio contra Alezandrum Morum, i e.
Defsnes of John Milton, Enqlshman, for himwlf, ananst dlex-
anider More, bemg un answer to Mores Tract called Fides
Pullicn, followed by a Supplementum, to which latter Milton
replied 1n lus Anthors ol Alsznnidrs Mors Supplementum, v # the
Anthor's reply to Alexander More's Supploment, aunexed 10 the
efenrio.

L 23 justly Clamor, =¢ in having had the care of its pubhica.
tion.

11, 21, 2. Morns est? are you nghtly called Moras or Momus,




are the two jdentical? Morus means not only a mulberry trée, -
t a fool, and Momus is the god of mockery. - Yo

P. 23,11 1, 2. the known transformation, referred to by Pliny..
1. 3, 4. Poma,.., Morus, the mulberry tree which once bore'
ite fruit, afterwards produced- black fruit, ie. with the.
cgestion that Morus thongh he might dnce have been o reput-
le person had now ceased to be so—in’allusion to a low intrigue
which he had been accused. . o ' .

. 8. As secretary, in-his capacity as secretary. -
L. 11. artfully, with the object of obtaining further advantages. -
1. 12. indigposition, ill heulth. o T . L
1L, 12, 3. the Swedish agent, the plenipotentiary entrusted by
¢ Swedish Court with the arrangement of the freaty. "pro-
ked, 7.e. by the delay, i " c

I. 17. external interruptions, sc. of controversial writing. :

1. 20. an epick poem,: the actual composition of Paradise Lost
believed to have been begun during bhe last year of Cromwell’s
rotectorate : the history of his country, this was o compilation
o Cresar, Tacitus, Beda, the Saxon Annals, Geoffrey of Mon-
outh, Holinshed, Camden, ete., ete. e
1. 21, a dictionary, he was gefting together material for o
‘hesaurus Linguw Laling, collecting idioms, references, ete., and
ohnson, himself a Dictionary maker, was well-capable of esti-
ating the minute and wearisome work such a project entailed,” .
1. 26. always before him, sc. as a design he was anxious to
ury out. . o

1L 27, 8. alscompozed, wanting in oll arrangement. .

11. 38, 4. but with more skilful, except with, ete. :
P. 24, 1L 6, 7. as he hints ... Mansus, 11. 80-4. “If T shounld
ver recall into song the kings of my country, Arthur still from
is under-ground stirring the warlike commotion, Or should tell

i those leagued as Knights of his Table, Great-souled heroes
nmatched, and (O might the spirit but aid me!) Shiver the
ixon phalanxes under the shock of the Britons!” (Masson’s
ranslation). Tor Mansus (Latin of 3Meamnso), see note, p. 7,126,
1. 7, 8. Arthur was reserved .. destiny, * Fenton here refers to
lackmore's heroic poem of Prince Arthur, published in 1695; a-
»em once famous, but now forgotten ™ (AL, 4.).

L 10. in a Xbrary at Cambridge, that of Trinity College.

I, 11, 2. had digested .. Mysteries, had so far arranged his -
ssign as to have sketched out a play after the pattern of the old ™’
ysteries. These * Mysterics,” or as they were oftener ealled in

ngland, ¢ Miracles” or ¢ Miracle Plays’ were representations on .-
¢ stage of religions events; thongh properly speaking the -

R
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Mysteries dealt with Gospel s ents only, the Miracle Plays with
incidents dertved from the legends of the Kamnts of the Chntch.

1. 14,5 begluning .. Bun, 1. 32 41 of 1. L., bk, jv.

T 25,1 % wpohoy(le, sperks & profogae or amfroduction; the
verh ‘prologize’ 15 need by Den Jonsom, snd ‘cplogize’ Ly
Miltan. .

1. 4 corrupts not, is not linhle to corruption, decay.

1.5 Enoch and Eiffah, who were carned np fo heaven withont
expenencing death -

17,8 extorts God, urges mankind to rarse thewr eyew, by
purifying thefe hearts, to the contemplation of God,

1 10, Luclfer, Lterally * the Jight-heinger,’ the {itle borme Ly
Satan before hus fall; In classical writings, the morning star,
Venus, -

1. 80. Mutes, dumb personages on the stage.

P. 26, 1. 4, unparadised, driven out of Paradise, the Ganden of
Eden ; literally o park, pleasure ground

‘1.5 Oabriel, one of the three Arclangels, called i P 1 iv.
550, ** Chilel of the angelie goards

1 6. fréquency, constant visits.

11 12,3 tracing  office, roaming more at lurge in his capacity
as one of the angelic guards.

1. 14, 5. as the creation, as for inatance the, ete

1 18, discourse slde, angry contention in words,

. 22 relating what, boastfully relating what.

1 23, to the destruction, towards bringing abaut the destrue-
tion, ar. by having successtully tempted Eve.

1. 21, confusedly, with shame; see Qenests, nn 7, **And the
eyes of them both were opened, and they hnew thit they were |
naked ; nnd they sewed fig loas e3 togetber, and made themselves

“ aprans,’

I 23, {n a shape, presented m vistble form

1. 27. entertains the stage, occupies the stage and sings choral
oifes

1 31 fisstudbhorn  offence, Justifies hia action in eating of the
fortadden frutt.

1, 36. a mask, scenotep &, 1 1%

. 27 1. © the Meestab, hterally * the Anomted One’, Hebrew.

L4 theglory, ac which is due to Mim

1.6 draugnt, we now write the word 1n this seuse *dwft '

1. 5, in thelr seminal state, in their first sevda or Legiomogs
pregnaht, earsying on the metaphor in geminal.
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14, & nventi ...obstrucﬁ, in his Bty 9%1
Jan. 1823 Macaulay speaks of Milton's
having timul? d and he'\ghtene& his imag
16, 7. Bis ™ ,his P etry
19. se vy and 2ff irs, € note on P+ 4,1 11.-
93, W ted, neede - .
1. 28, manusct ouncil, & aseript sven to ilton © -
or o brue € py, b¥ 1earned man s eath’” and hich he -
ghought it o KV d of injury towithh 1d long the pu\)\ic ”
30. & eatis s, thi reatise, ich full gitle 1
{ Treatise & Ciril 1wer clesiast 1AL5€S owing. tha
¢ is mot Taful for any power on o comp matlers of
Religiots wos add ssed jchar omwell arlia nt 40
the hopt that the adopt its ideas, and consequei\tly'oi Y
t ! .

jon ©
poticy 53 fu\'oura\)\e 0 G\\m'c\.\-esba jsh
«

Qliver, might tend to the popu\anty of the New
{o the preserva.t'mn of the Cromx\‘e“ Dynnsty” (Massom,. - - L 1.
) «This was followet in August 1659 by ‘Cons\derz\t)ons

touching h jkeliest to 1€ Hirelings the
Chur¢! . ete. Johnson se o confuse these bW amp\ﬂct
and 103 £} into on¢ Probab\ ¢y ho ever, rigno!
rrote ! HTS fed his malevoier & to the cler reatise ¢
Civi o-rer 10 ,u:\eamStica\ +and ¢ Th ans of Temo
iny HI Tings out of the Cb 5 (Firth)
199 1. the 1lean oW cee note, P J1L.
23, o212 PO gov t, gysterm of overnmen

G 1o M the exigencied of the i .

? 9, T0 hn {1 70-1 ), chjxei 1ender of the

tpd ROPE: lost pothing © qoumge or bopes from
1 argue DOV Ag'.\msb eavens hand ©F
D kil bear UP and steer



wa

L 14ty rotation, each of the members being given supreme

ower in his turn  The Rota wag the name of Harrfugtow's
political club here referred to

1 14, 5. Wicking  Etrike, i.e. using such means of annoyance
as gtill remawmned 1n Lis power,

1 17. crffths, or Gnffith, as his nume really was, was
clergyman who had taben refuge with the Ring through the
Ciial Wars.  Ou Sunday, the 25th of March 1660, he preached n
strong Royalist vermon in the Mercers' Chape), and afterwarils
published 1¢.

an e o o- ey IS RS .

1 21 by his office, 1n virtue of his being Secretary.

U 246 proportioning  writings, attaching to h1y wntings
an impartance 1n the eyes of the world which they n6 longer
l\n!wed, and 8o exaggerating the danger to which they exposed
hin

1. 27, West Smithfield, formerly the great cattle marhet of
London, whach in 1852 was transferred 1o Copenhagen Fields,

1.36 Actof Oblivion, the Billof General Indemnityand Oblivion
was brought mto the Commons on the 9th of May 1660, and
{unssed on the 20th of Angust should except, should mention
iy name as excepted from the pardon conferred by the Bill.
Johnson i this phrase except  except seems to be trapslating
the legal term eaceptis exermendis

T.29,1 4 hehadonly done, Johnson apparently means this
A% A fneer



108 - 1178 OF muroﬁ.~ :

1. 30. a:rrl Tebrmty 24 66 .33 his Pride was & relation .
of Dr. Paget's and © only ¥ wenby-four v years of age- She m'\(\e
- Milton an exce cellent W ife, and s0rvt Aved him many yenrs.,

1. 32. of his happinesss of such 1nppmess as fell to h‘)ﬁ 1ot.

‘1., 35, 6.9 pressed .- . death, Phillips's, statement does nob
amount 0 this, though 1o dgubt Mrs. 2 Milton eterc\ ed over them:
chin meed 3 SH
. was clearly Mi\ton’s jntention that
his widow sho \1& have & ersonal Pro orty left by him, the
Aanghters inheriting only the portion we to Milton :
ostate of Mr. Powell, nis first wife's father, yeb, they havin
d'\sp\lted their father's intentions it was decided, OB fechnicd

grounds, ghat the widow should have two-thirds of the propertp' L
¢ by Milton ad the dau fers oW third among them. This
amount was & cordingly P ther .

P. 3L 2. his emplo ent, §¢. 48 Latin Secrctm'y.‘ The story :
comes to U through Bichm‘dson‘, who had hear! it on what he
o

thought 10 b authority, but it ¥ jneredibl that Charles
conld have made the © r of such & B st to the author of he
Tenure of B Kings and Magistrates and of Eikonoklastes:

1. 9. purely mmlstena.l the ser\'ice'oi a mere subordixxaic
clerk. - -

111, among.- falsehood, are tales suC ch as are commonly
cxrculated h\\onb their having & any immdahon in fact.

1. 15. the 1e¥ gottiement gov rernment as estabhshed by the
restoration of the king. :

1. 19 Accidence .- Grammar, Accidence deve\oped mto Gmm-
. omars accidence propcﬂy Jeats only with the accidents O inflec
tions of words, an is therefore nothing More than the rudunent
of gnmm"u ; for Commenced see note, P- = 20, 1. 14. \h\ton‘s titl
was Accedence Commenc’t Gmmm'u, and the volume, th
substance | of which, as Masson thinks, ha robably been 1}'i11
among Mi 1ton’s manuscr ripts since the days of his ped'\ 0oy
Aldelwmte Street and Barbican,” Was publi hed in 1669

1. 26, 7 for the advantage of his conversa.tion, rder th

he (Ebw ood) might proﬁ t from mtercource with (\mto
Elwood the son of & small squire at Crowell in O\fmds\u
Afuch to his father’s ('lwgust through '\cq\ﬂmh with

Penmnﬂton, a neighbout, he hwd turned Quaker, and commg
o London was y Dr. Paget, & riend of Pennmgton s, in

o duced to Milton.

1, 98. Hartlid, see note, P 4,17

1. 20, with an Engh h mouth, as Pro onounced bY Enghshr
jsas il anearing, s a8 unpleasant ‘to listen to.

f

o second ascertion "
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1. 30. Law French, the jirgon of Norman-Trench terms still to
he found in low books. .

1. 23, use, advantage, oo .

T, 32,1 5. There 1§ little  countries, a piece of Johnton's
conservatism aganst which arguments of a weightier character
have at length 1o some extent at all events prevailed,

1.6 byhis iy attending to Milton's directions a3
to pronunciation - -

L 7. curious, nice, accurate

1 9 open, explain; a transtation of the Latin aperire.

1. 11, Banhill Fields, in Artillery Walk, leading to Bushill
Ficlds, oppomte to the wall of the Attillery gronnd, or exercismy-

laco of the old London Trained Bands, and near to the present
Tunhill Row

1 14. Ho was now Lost, Milton had resumed the ides of
Paradise Lo Lefore the close of the Second Protectorate He
Legon the poem serfonsly in 1658, probably concluded the two
first Jiooks before the Restoration, went on wath 1t in Jemin
Street and Bunhil), and had fimshed it by the mddle of 1665

1 18, afarce, the reference is to a Scriptural drama entitled
Adamo by a.certan Giovanmi Battista Andreini  Qn this sub-
et generally, see Introduction

129 survey of hiz attainments, mental reckoming up of the
stores of learnmg and observation which he had acenmulated.

1. 31, 2. long chusimg, late, * Since first this subject for
hieroic song Pleased me, long choosmg and heginmmg Iote,”
P L 25,6 | In The Reason of Church Gorernment, Book L

AP PRSI XS A G S i e ol

b

suitable for dramatic treatment, such teatment Lemng that
which hind enggested 1tself to him when first medstating a Work
which Le trusted his country wonld not willingly let die

P 33,1 L. eplsodes, stories introduced mnto the main stor¥:
Gk, freloobos, o coming in bendes, something inserted into the
tain action of o drama accumnlate, store up in his mind.

1. 7. stations, offices

1 7,8 heisyet retirement, he is still & man occupying 80
large n apace in the public eye that records of his private hfeat
Ll;o time have Dbeen discovered by the munute search of his
admrers, .

113 paris, mental endowments  quality, rank
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1. 16. Wbod,,author»oi Athene Ogcom'cnses. T M
1. 19. cloaths, cloth, as we should now say. -

. 1. 920, 1. chalkstones, “a concretion chiefly of sodinm’ urai
" resembling chalk, oceurring in the tissnes :}nd joints, esp. of ¢
feet and hands, in severe gout ™ (Murrdy, . fing. Diet.). o

1. 23, 4. the common exercises, s¢. of walking and riding.

il 31, 2. This gave ... reports, as to his being engaged on ﬂ
poen. . T : -
1. 34. composure, composition ; the word in this sense, never ve

common, has not been in use for the last hundred yeurs. :Jonst

Cynthials Revels, i 1, writes, ‘It is the sume that Demosther

usually drank in -the composure of all- his exquisite and me

fluous orations,” thongh in the next specch he uses ¢ compe

tions™ in the same sense. - LT L

- P. 34, 1. 1. parcels, small portions ; Lat. parficwla, diminut

of pars, a part. T : o

(1L 3, 4. by whatever ... next, by any one who chanced to

at hand. o : L -

L 6, his vein, his poetical fancy; a.figure taken fr

‘mines, | .. ) . A ‘ .
L 9, 10. though he courted ... much, however much he mij
* “woo the Muse,” try to stimulnate his poetic powers; never

much, this use of never where we should now use ever v

common in Elizabethan English, and was often due to a con
. sion of constructions. ' - :

1. 14. his Elegies, the term is used by Milton for all his-La
poems written in eleginc metre, i.c. alternate hexameters g
pentameters, whether the subjects were properly elegiac, :
pensive, mournful, or not.

1. 15, 6. redeunt ... vives, Llegia Quinta, 1. 5, Fallor? an
nobis redeunt in carmina vires? Am I mistakén, or do my pow
of composing return to me also? i.c. in the same way as he h
just spoken of the powers of the earth being repaired Ly 9
advent of spring. v

1. 16, 7. To this... marked, to this may be added that ¢4
same fact is stated by Aubrey; to whom Phillips had mention
it verbally (1680) many yenrs before printing it himself " (M.
son, P. IV, ii. 73). "
; L. 26. the fumes of vain imagination, vapours born of morl
ancy.

1. 27. Sapiens .. astris, the wise man will be master of t
“constellations ; o saying ascribed to one of the Ptolemies;
. allusion to the astrological belief in the influence of the plang

upon o man’s life and nctions,

-,

N
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L 28 weather-bound, Lterally, prevented by adverse winds
from putting to sea ; fignratively restrained from wnting freely.
Rellibore, which by the ancients was suppo-ed to cure mental
delusion. Cp Bacon, Evay of Friewddip, ** A principall Fruit
of Friendship . . Confession.”

- ). 32 possunt..videntar, things are pussible to s because
they seem possible, Virgll, Aeneid, v. 231

L 33. enforced, stimulated, nrged forward. .

1. 34, cross, adverse, thwarting.

1. 35. gtven mp, abandoned to idleness -

T. 35, 1 4. decrepitude, decrepil is from the Lat deirepatus,

L 11, wanders world, is current among manhind 1n a vague

1l 12, 3 restraims regions, declares that such and euch
cxertions of the intellect are possible in such and euch regions
only,

1L 16 8, when he feared {magination The allosion 1s to
P.L., v, 485, “unleas an oge too ate or cold Clumate, or years,

mp my intended wing Depressed  see also The Lemwon
of Church Gorernment, I to the tstinct of nature agd
the emboldening of art ausht may be trusted, and that there
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be nothing adverse in our’climate, or the fate of this apé,”
ete.  (Book ii. Introduction.) - - ST

1L 26-8. for general causes ... power, the general causes “'h{clx
should affect him so powerfully as to render him incapable of
producing anything great, would affect also the powers of those
who had to estimate his productions. -

"L 30, frosty grovellers, degenerate race whose ."m'i_nds, chil}ed

intd numbness, would grovel in obscurity.

1L 31, 2. which they ... die, which they would so c}lerish as to
preserve it from oblivion’ ngain from the Introduction to Baok
it. of The Reason, etc. Milton’s words are, **I might perhaps
leave something so written to aftertimes-as they should not
willingly let it die.”- L o

1L, 34, 5. in the dwindle of posterity, as future ages became
wore and more mentally dwarfed in comparison with his own.
The substantive dwindie is almost obsolete now.” ;

1. 36. pygmies, fabulous dwarfs on the upper Nile of the

height of a muypd, i.e the distance from the elbows to the
knuckles, about 13 inches. Cp. Homer, Iliad, iii. 2-7, *likc
unto birds, even as when there goeth up before heaven a clamow

of cranes which flee from the coming of winter and sudden rain,

- and fly with clamour towards the streams.of Ocean, bearing

slaughter and fate to the Pigmy men, and in the carly morr
offer crnel battle” (translation by Lang, Leaf and Myers); and
Milton, P. L. i. §75, 6, “that small infantry Warred on Iy
cranes.” The word is now more commonly but less accurately
spelt ‘pigmy.’: the one-eyed ... blind, an allusion fo the prover)
¢“ Among the blind, the one-eyed man is King.”

P. 36, 1. 1. artifices of study, here artifices is little more thar

‘methods,” and has nothing of the commoner modern sense o
‘stratagem,’ ‘ cunning device.’

1. 4. discovers, shows, manifests, .
L 8. estrum, the Lat. astrus, Gk, olorpos, was literally the gad
fly, horse-fly, and figuratively wild desire, especially the frenz
of a prophet or poet. .

L 9. to secure what came, to preserve, by writing them down

- the thoughts which thus impetuously inspired him. “The questiol

how far his daughters acted as his amanuenses is one which ha:

not been fully eleared up, but that they were not his only or ever
his chief helps in this matter is certain,

L 12. involutions of darkmess, periods when his inventive

" faculty shrunk back into itsclf, collapsed.

1. 15, train, usual order.

1. 20. bis hand is out, his hand forgets its cunning, is not i
unison with his brain and eye.
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1. 21, relatlon, narrative, casually conveyed, given in an if
hund, casual, manner, pot stated with eiphatic purpos-, regara,
uttention, brelief

1L 24, 5. were never. ,write, this 13 not accurites the ehlont
eould not write, the seconul could wote tolerabiy well, sud the
yonngest still hetter, N

1 29, reducing hia exuberance, pruning and cutting dewn his
serets 5o as to strengthen thew, Simdar stories are tld of
- Vg, among otber poets-

L 31 gratultously, without autharity for the statement.
L 35 dlsturved, i e in the Tusicr hours of the dayume
L 36, bis unpremeditated verse, S, L 1. 24
the dfstresses of thyme, the wncony cnsences and
ich tiryme involves .

1 3. adjusted, sttnued to the subject.

-1, G. cannot, loown, cannot Le known exrept 1t certain par-
tienlir cases ; sueh aa Jolnson goes nn to state .
e v - [N

£ I
Tumtationg «

(. L s 23 8), offended, gneved and shoked ™ Round &
Court wlock sct an example of shamelceances, London and the
genesal Enghsh worbd were whirlad, by a rehonnd from the .
extrowe Punitan strictness that bhul bien 1 fashion, mto on
of 4 proper
nih s propes _
s e wa ' ‘
1. 11. notes of time, marks hy which we can ascertain at what
particutar tumes particular parts of the powm were cnmpawd
[ 12 effects, results, cousequentes
1 15 senlked, hid humelf away, nns more usmally epelt
shutled, The word 13 here nserd i #n unseccssanly contempin-
ouy manner; Milton hail only too saffierlent rewson to dread the
king's return, only too bitle reason to Hop tor mury at the
Tands of o party so mostsily offended and <o thiray for
vengewnce.
W16, 7. for no mooner  danger, Johnwon 3 here appurently
B - e ahe T vt Ao onete an 1S, 4,
e written
tording to
§ Beasen-
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& l‘:(z« ke {--d. Loweres, it dnet oot wrpear
rtual |
s Gzt

Sute Leer e

1 e promess pats by the

L% Mt resephion t1e bopn of piie 2Rt elpeed Infoe
a5 o Lty preetved

B

= p:ti—:x zatamatting, e bhal wrliee oo

L. u‘i::cd ix..::':: l»n.n to wia tie ki
ke repearion < beiz, men cf feslicn.

L 36, revereziial H_x ahetontics fom @ploy enilde
w1, wat due to the nfe.rv:.:e feit for @ paz of such gesies

L 20, wiI fastify the poilink, will syow that the polhe were
et ataridly mneenstle to the preat merits of the prem. M
L% aall, demanl
- L 21 eftex, in mary casea.
1L 25, € TEe women, womankind
L 27, a cloet of kzowledge & litrary
L "-L m tesrsd feamning, followed learmind 35 o profesacn
two editfozs  Stakespeare the first fnlio was pub
lxt\cd ih H‘S, the eecond 10 1622, ard the third i 1664
25, L 2 a style of versitcation,  llank verse Euen
I"vim (}‘ﬂu"ht t} :l f’urndx- Lﬂ ! \onhl ln\e teen unch ner

At - ~upon the

- . . n in such
musion ta

v . . A3, you

1 3. aisgusting distastefal ; & negatos @ ather than & positire
eenwe, snch as the word now bears.

L 4 the prevalence of gentus, the powerful effect produced
apan people by Milton s gunius

JL 879 Ats admirers opinlon,  and therefore the work
conld not make that way which it would have made Id they
mokon oot This, however 13 not the fact  The fullect
aimiration was accneded to the peca from num(rnuqn? wirtera ;
And,;among othere, Dry den sever tost an uppunumty
cxlolhn'v its nerits.

mblict;
fmiiy |
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r Admiration.
31. catched, we now use t\\e ¢gtrong
11 . but, both .-

ﬁv m*\kmg
avowing

tpr reterite-
cand.

atly infrmity, s2¢ was me and defor me(\
the Syriac etc .- -z e. m t

P. 41, n 5 b the
chrew, Syriac, etc., h\ng\mges
L7 confined, obliged, tied down -~
This seem o have beent the ]\uhcu
shonld’ learn

1. 14. proper. guitable.
of their stepm© other W here\)y thej,
be of use to them in eard aliv ehhuod

)ccup'\hon
1. 22. wanted Jacked, beent without.
1. 96. the whole fables i.e. fabulous acc oun ﬁreyNOf 2
mouth (1110- 1154), Bishop of St. A Asaph’s, thox oi t\\e Chrott
sive Historie PBritonun. See note on P =
1. 30, strike, be jmpressive.
©132% fixed his claw s, Joh Linson’s, comparison of the jicens
o ravenous bird of pre) “indicates his sy mpathy ! in this matter
ot of whose opinions he so cordis ally detested.
¢ from 1640 101653, AsS

\ith one Mo
- 136 Long ?amamant, which sa
:of pivines, se¢ cote on P- 14,113
earl of Anglesed «¢ the same ¥ who, unt

ad \)een the clnef m

P, 42, N 1 9, the
_ former name of Mr. Arthm‘ Am\ccle\,l



were among the suitors to Miftun af this time
.
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ancicuts  damwn Ldgonstes, therefore,” says Maseon, *was
olfired ta the world as a tragedy avowedly of a different order
from tlat which had iven establided in Fnghd, It was
a teagedy of the fevere cliseic onler, acconding (o the nnble
Greck mode! which fad becn kept up by none of the modern
natlon=, unlest 1t might bo the Italana.  In rexding it, not
Ahalespeare, nor Ben Tonson, nor Massinger, most be thought
of, but -Fshylus, Sophocles, and Funpides © (72 1 1w 594),

1 20. Elwood, not Elweod but Philye s «tatement, Low.
ever, dors not o the length of dobmsons, for ali br tells us 14
that *though faradie Pogumd was *generally comured o be
much infe eior to the other,” Mugen humeef “could pot bear with
{ticnce any such thing whon relited to lum (Mas-on, Lok,
3io635)

L 29. had it to kimself, wax alone o feching

132 akind  dignity, a hind of dizmity whach showed wtself
in Ine condewending to nndertake work of w0 kumble a natare

1 33 controvertist. now more ostally *controvcrstalist

1. 31. to accomriodate, to meet the wants of

SN et

Pt ride, be hal rompried the matenal aftersards woriew up
into thie Latin digest of the Bamist Loac
J G. oppugners, ads crsarics, attachers.
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, 48, not only .-
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with Monk. ard who bad sivee been a

ember of Chiarles's Counerd ard anc of the ramt active

{mhlu xny through Clarendon’s Administration sud that f the

Catal ™ [Masuam, L, vi 637 Yie, Dasen

tnany dthers, were amorg the visitors to Ml
N4 ¢ Comgon fonrtetoe  Unmanee nanseloae1PIA T AT

of the Teataration alo:

. -t - . . .
words had rontemplated two dramas, one on Sumsen's firt mar
rriagze wath & Piilstian woman, and Lis feuds wath the Philistes
growing ort of that intideot ; the other on the deig wene of
Samsans Ufe, when Fe took Lia £nal venzeance on the Philatines
at thair feast to Baznn.  Thece subjects he Laa combinsl in kes
Samser Agenidze In his proface o that drama ke sinduates
Trazely ffom the small estesm * which in theacemunt of many It
under,mes at this :h;-," fomts out the principles of comatmtion
. . . v
a trgedy of the scvere chime onlor, areonlog to the nolle
ireek medel which Lad tecn Lept up by zone of the modern
pationx, nnless 1t might b the Ttaliaes  In rading it, pot
Bhakerpeare, nor Pun Jonson, nor Masunger, mast 1 thonsht
«f, bat .Exciyles, Sophorles, and Funpidea” (7 B . 5333
T 2, Ewood, not Elwond but Phallipe  His ctatement, Fow-
ever, doca not go the lenth of Johirmn g, for all Le tells us da
that “thazsk Paradie Reoamed was * poterally coprured to be
much inferior to the other,’ Milton buprel? <on'd noat bear with
faticnee any roch thing when related to bim  Masrn, Lif7,
M€

L 29, bad it to kimself, wan alore in fechas it

L 2% akind  digrity, a hand of dimaty which showed tself
in hus oimdescrniling to endertake worl of ro Fumbls a patore

1. 2% controvertist, nax more usally ‘controverslist *

L 1. to accommodate, 1 meet the wanta af

T. 43. ). 4. Bamux, Peter Rames, o distingueshe) Jozhaen of
ta Chiversity of Pans, who m 103 pablutied Lo faddation,
wale s i oppeetion Uy Arrtile's logic,  Mawan puppreey

1 . cppugmers, adiers



